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QUEBEC GOVERNMENT OFFERS 
CONCESSIONS TO STRIKING STUDENTS 


Student associations unlikely to accept new student aid plan 
REDEEMER UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LIBRARY 


HENRY GASS 
THE MCGILL DAILY 
(MCGILL UNIVERSITY) 


MONTREAL (CUP) — Quebec Min- 
ister of Education Line Beauchamp 
unveiled a new student aid plan last 
Thursday morning, aimed at appeas- 
ing the almost 180,000 students cur- 
rently on strike across the province. 

Since the proposal does not address 
the government's planned five-year 
$1,625 increase in tuition fees, howev- 
er, some student associations believe 
the offer is unlikely to end the strike. 
The strike has been ongoing for over 
six weeks. 

Students’ Society of McGill University 
vice-president external Joél Pedneault 
said student associations in Quebec 
have laid “a pretty clear groundwork” 
for negotiations with the government 
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— that the government agree to freeze 
tuition fees, if not eliminate them en- 
tirely. 

“That whole spectrum of possibilities 
has just been excluded by the govern- 
ment,” said Pedneault. 

“The sense that I’m getting from stu- 
dent organizations in Quebec is that 
this is not an interesting offer,” he 
continued. 

The government's new plan would 
extend student bursaries and allow 
students with an annual family in- 
come over $60,000 to borrow under 
the aid program. 

Pedneault said the proposal “in ab- 
solute terms isn’t a bad thing, but I 
would hesitate to even call the propos- 
al the government made this morning 
a step forward.” 

“It will allow more people to be in 
debt, but that’s precisely what people 
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are concerned about right now when 
talking about the tuition increase,” 
said Pedneault. 

The plan also calls for the repayment 
of student loans proportionate to the 
income of graduates. 

Pedneault said the second proposal 
has been floated in the past. 

“People have been preparing for this 
eventuality for years at this point, and 
many student associations have posi- 
tions specifically against what the gov- 
ernment just proposed,” he said. 

The changes in student aid would 
cost a reported $21 million over five 
years, with the money coming from 
provincial grants to Quebec universi- 
ties. 

The planned tuition increases would 
almost double Quebec fees, but they 
would still remain below the Canadian 
average. 
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Beauchamp told reporters in Quebec 
City on April 5 that the plan would be 
“a gain for many students and their 
families,” according to the Montreal 
Gazette. 

“The government of Quebec is firm 
and convinced that students should 
pay their fair share,” Beauchamp told 
reporters. 

“The debate now is in the student 
community,” she continued. 

Pedneault said that he hoped the stu- 
dent movement continues to demand 
reforms that “actually concretely 
reduce the debt loads that students 
face.” 

“The gap between demands of many 
student associations and what the 
government offered this morning is 
still very, very big,” continued Ped- 
neault. “The strength of the current 
movement is that it’s very impervious 


INSIDE THIS ISSUE 


IN MEMORY 
OF JOHN 
PAGE 3 


INTRODUC- 
ING BEN 
REID: EIC 
2012/13 
PAGE 7 


to this kind of semi-offer.” 

Pedneault predicted a new offer 
from the government could be forth- 
coming. According to Pedneault, if 
student strikes at CEGEPs continue 
to this week, the government will 
have to reopen collective agreements 
with professors in light of a possible 
extended or cancelled semester. The 
current collective agreement allows 
CEGEP professors two months’ vaca- 
tion during the summer, according to 
Pedneault. 

Reworking those agreements would 
“be a massive jigsaw puzzle,” said 
Pedneault. 

“So the government better make an- 
other type of offer very soon, since I 
don’t see many student associations 
budging from what was offered,” he 
added, 
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A spiritual discipline which John 
Krueger practiced with great persever- 
ance, was recommending books, mov- 
ies and CDs to friends and colleagues, 
whom he was convinced would be 
blessed through them, The look on his 
face as he delivered these recommen- 
dations made clear that he saw himself 
as a matchmaker, bringing together a 
person that he loved and a cultural 
artifact that he loved. For example, 
John recommended that I watch the 
movie “Joyeux Noel,” a French movie 
that tells the story of the (real-life) 


spontaneous Christmas Day armi- 
stice in the trenches of WW I between 
soldiers from Germany, France and 
Scotland. It’s a beautiful movie, docu- 
menting the deep human longings for 
peace and fellowship in a profoundly 
ugly and dehumanizing life situa- 
tion. The movie will always serve as a 
John memory for me because it reso- 
nates wonderfully with his Anabaptist 
pacifism, made authentic through his 
gentle spirit and his sadness over the 
deep brokenness in the world. Thank 
you, John. 
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Everything speaks... 


The transition to university life is of 
ten more challenging if a student has 
been out of school for a long time or 
discovered their academic interests 
later in high school. John worked 
with each student who was admitted 
on academic probation and he put 
into action the university's commit- 
ment to supporting students through 
this time of transition. John believed 
that everything speaks of who you are 
and what you believe, and he applied 
that philosophy to his life, right down 
to setting up his office in such a way to 
facilitate conversation by purchasing 
lighting that created an invitational 


space to sit and talk. 


Four Years and Change 


Two fourth year students reflect on their time at Redeemer 


JEREMY PARSONS 
AARON DEVOS 


As two long-time contributors to 
the Crown and fans of this place 
called Redeemer, Aaron and I have 
decided to end our writing years off 
with a rather personal look into our 


journeys. We have provided and some 


e like, 
“rapid-fire question” format, much 
easier for our skim readership. Enjoy! 


Aaron Devos — The Big-Hearted 
Comedian 


1, What Made You Choose Redeemer? 
There are quite a few reasons, but 
what sold me on Redeemer was my 
experiences during the occasional 
visit to my brother’s dorm back when 
he was an RA. 


2. Major/Minor? 
Major in Sociology and a minor in 
Missions & Ministry 


3. What does Redeemer mean to you? 
Redeemer holds a peculiar place in 
my heart. On one hand I have often 
been highly critical of Redeemer, but 
on the other hand it is place that has 
been a tremendous blessing in my 
life. 


4. Extracurricular Involvement? 
Salvation Army Soup Van and Hamil- 
ton Good Food Box 


5. Funniest memory while at Re- 
deemer? 

High up on the list of funny memo- 
ries was when I drove my dad's jeep 
with no roof on it downtown with the 
accompaniment of two good friends. 
What made this all the more interest- 
ing was that it was a freezing cold day 
in the middle of December. We had 

a lot of fun and judging by the reac- 
tions of onlookers, they found it quite 
humourous as well, 


6. Favourite place on campus? 
This goes back to first year while I 
was living on campus, Late at night 
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won't forget that note because I know 
for certain that it could not have been 
written to me in high school and I like 
to think that it is still true today. 
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8. Craziest classroom experience? 

Definitely the first time that I stepped 

into Theater 100 and Professor 

Louter said that every class sould be- 
I 


. in private so when Iwas approached | 


center of the circle I literally turned 
around and tried to leave. This first 
experience was rather painful but 
after a few classes I grew to love 
dancing. 


9. Favourite place to go in Hamilton? 
Redeemer students may have heard 

it called “Rebecca Street,” it is one 

of the locations that Deedz visits on 
Friday nights. A vast amount of my 
learning in the past two years has 
taken place in that very place. 


10. Most pivotal academic moment 
at Redeemer? 

Reading “The Muqaddimah” by Ibn 
Khaldun. He was a 14th century 
sociologist, historian, economist and 
urban planner from modern-day 
Tunisia. 


11. Best prank? 

That was probably when myself and 
a friend dismantled our neighbours’ 
beds while they were gone for the 
weekend. The finale was a rather 
curious picture that we posted on 
Facebook, They couldn't quite make 
heads or tails of the picture until they 
got back and saw what we had actu- 
ally done. 


12. Craziest prof? 

He may not be the craziest but I must 
say that Professor Epp has some 
pretty great stories about times when 
he had gone aloof. 


13. Next step after graduation? 

1 plan on staying right here in Hamil- 
ton; it is a city that I have fallen head 
over heels with over the last five years 
while attending Redeemer, What kind 
of long term career this will involve is 
still a little up in the air. 


14. What would you like to see hap- 
pen at Redeemer in the next five 


years? 

On top of wanting to see the 34 bus 
route come through Redeemer, it 
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pus can be used to their full potential. 


Current policy does not allow a news- 
paper clipping, quote from Scripture 
or a picture taken by a student to be 
displayed unless it advertises Re- 
deemer and its related events. 


15. One piece of advice for those just 
starting out at Redeemer? 
Plant your feet and dig in. 


1.What Made You Choose Redeemer? 
I wrestled with the choice all sum- 
mer. I wavered between choosing a 
reputable and highly focused Phys. 
Ed. Honours program at Queen’s or a 
more general BA from Redeemer. In 
the end, Redeemer’s faith-based per- 
spective and welcoming community 
won me over. That summer I made 
the whole Recruitment Department 
frustrated with my indecisiveness and 
many probing questions. Thankfully 
they had a lot of patience. In late 
August I made the decision to attend 
Redeemer and I've never looked back 
since. 


2.Major/Minor? 
Double Major in Recreation & French 


3. What does Redeemer mean to you? 
It is a community of vibrant believers 
capable of great love. From time to 
time I get whiffs of those wide-eyed 
first-year feelings of excitement for 
this place and these people. That, to 
me, is Redeemer. 


4.Extracurricular Involvement? 
Varsity Cross Country, Green Team 
and former Mission Controller, Oh, 
and the Crown, 


5.Funniest memory while at Re- 
deemer? 

A Coffeehouse in my first year one 

of the fourth-year RA’s went up on 
stage and spent twenty minutes doing 
a one-man song/dance/monologue 
conversation with himself. It was 
very socially awkward and somewhat 
neurotic but very entertaining. Some 
sort of bizarre storyline with Indiana 
Jones and Leonard Cohen. 


6, Favourite place on campus? 

The big prayer room. It has been a 
silent oasis for me during many over- 
whelming days, Needless to say it's 
under-utilized by students but maybe 
it is better that way. As Aaron would 
say, “It's a golden nugget!" 


7.How have you changed since com- 
ing to Redeemer? 


As awkward as this is to write, I've 
become a man at Redeemer. I've been 
tested physically in indescribably 
painful and maturing races. I’ve been 
mentored by professors and coaches. 
I've developed some of strongest 
friendships I've ever had. And 
I've grown spiritually through the 
encpuragement of this community. 
eeme hag gibed shape x ghape me asa 
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8.Craziest classroom experience? 
Sea Kayaking with Al Brown in Geor- 
gian Bay for PED-165. I don’t think 
I've ever been so interested in seeing 
the “Burzzerker Barrage.” Never 
heard of it? Well, I wouldn't mention 
it around him, unless of course you 
want to see a middle-age Scottish 
man turn into the Hulk. 


9.Favourite place to go in Hamilton? 
The network of trails of the Dundas 
Valley. That's where you'll find me 
most Saturday mornings. 


10.Most pivotal academic moment at 
Redeemer? 

Spending a semester in Paris, France; 
it’s the hardest place ever to focus on 
schoolwork. I learned so much about 
the world in such a short time and 
was forced to mature faster than I 
would have under everyday circum- 
stances. 


11.Best prank? 

In second year, my dorm gathered 

in the living room to pray over our 
impending prank. I was the goof that 
suggested we ask for a blessing on 
our dangerous mission ahead. It was 
a calm and cold September night, 
somewhere around 2 a.m. We zipped 
up our black hoodies, creeped across 
campus and stole all of the leftover 
mud-caked shoes from the frosh 

mud pit. We then snuck into a rival 
dorm and carefully dumped all of 

the shoes into their tubs, toilets and 
sinks. Completely to the brim! To this 
day they still haven't find out who 
pranked them and how they didn’t 
wake up, I've held on to that one for 
too long. If you're reading this Willem 
and company, sorr....nah, GOTCHA! 


12. Craziest prof? 

I'm going to say those two in the Phi- 
losophy Department. They are both 
outstanding professors, academics 
and individuals, but there is some- 
thing intriguing and unconventional 
about them, Maybe it’s just the way 
Barkman treats his upper-year classes 
at the Brassie. That rocked, 


13.Next step after graduation? 

This summer I am working at Dun- 
durn Castle here in Hamilton and this 
Fall I will be attending McMaster for 
an MA program in Social Geography 
& Urban Planning. I also plan to take 
a course or two at MacDiv purely out 
of interest. 


14. What would you like to see hap- 
pen at Redeemer in the next five 
years? 
I would like to see Redeemer become 
more diverse. In my first years here, 
things were pretty orange. Orange 
and blonde of course. It was more 
of a monoculture of born-and-bred 
Dutch CRC-ers. These days, there 
are many more denominations and 
cultures represented here, but I 
think Redeemer could be so much 
stronger as an institution with greater 
representation from other (larger) 
Christian traditions. To do this, I 
think Redeemer has to better reach 
out to public high schools in order to 
grow and go beyond the graduating 
classes of the handful of Christian 
feeder schools in the province. 


Secondly, I would love to see the Re- 
deemer Royals become a force to be 
reckoned with in the OCAA and even- 
tually move to greater, more competi- 
tive fields in the OUA. As a university, 
Redeemer seems to be somewhat 

out of place among the community 
colleges. It doesn’t help that there is 
some ambiguity in our institutional 
name. But, hey, isn’t Trinity Western 
holding their own pretty well out 
West against those top-dog secular 
universities? They just won CIS Gold 
for Men’s Volleyball. So, why not 
Redeemer? 


15.One piece of advice for those just 
starting out at Redeemer? 

Love this place and these people as 
much as you can, whenever you can 
and with the gifts you've been given: 
you will be blessed tenfold by them. 
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Getting To Know Our little Sister: The 
University of Mkar 


HEATHER RIPMEESTER 


In an earlier issue of The Crown, 
I wrote about our sister university, 
The University of Mkar in Nigeria be- 
cause we as a community at Redeemer 
University-College do not know much 
about her. For convenience we con- 
tinue to call her by her previous name, 
Hilltop, and we raise money for her, 
but we really have no idea where the 
money goes. It is no coincidence that 
Redeemer has supported this school 
for the last ten years and there are 
many reasons why. It is my hope that 
by the end of this article, we will re- 
gain the passion we once had for our 
little sister. 

If you read the news headlines you 
will see frequent references to Nigeria. 
Most of the turmoil nowadays has to 
do with faith; faith in a Christian God 
or faith in an Islamic god with a ten- 
dency towards sharia law. The split be- 
tween the Christians and the Muslims 
in Nigeria is roughly 50-50 essentially 
dividing the country along North/ 
South lines with the Muslims in the 
North and the Christians in the South. 
As a result, central cities like Jos (loca- 
tion of Heritage Christian School) and 
Kaduna are susceptible to violence. 
Clearly there is much more to the con- 
flict, but this is the situation that The 
University of Mkar finds itself in. 

Can you imagine attending a faith- 
based university knowing that at any 
time your school could be attacked? 
We are blessed here at Redeemer and 
can proclaim our uniqueness through- 
out the academic/athletic/creative 
spheres that we find ourselves in, Ou 
little sister needs our assistance be- 
cause of our shared faith and because 
of her vulnerability. University fac- 
ulty at Mkar refer to their students as 
change agents trained to make a posi- 
tive difference in Nigeria. This is defi- 
nitely something that we can support. 

“Our mission is to raise up young 
men and women that are God fear- 
ing, properly focused, generally goal 
driven, morally upright, intellectually 
sound, mentally alert, enterprisingly 
minded and spiritually alive” states 
Professor Emmanuel H. Agba (Vice 
Chancellor). 

With that said, the road to account- 
ability hasn’t been easy for the lead- 
ers in the Redeemer community. We 
can now graduate with a degree that is 


accepted by professional associations 
and by other educational institutions. 
There is much to be thankful for. The 
University of Mkar has been blessed in 
that many of the academic programs 
offered by this Christian university 
are also accepted within Nigeria; how- 
ever, there is a long ways to go for the 
students who wish to get graduate de- 
grees or get an education abroad. Be- 
ing Christian and being Nigerian are 
two big strikes against them. These 
students really are stuck, branded by 
the deceit of Nigerians who went be- 
fore and were not honourable, Our lit- 
tle sister needs our support because of 
our shared academics and our shared 
integrity, 

I contacted Mr. Gord Buys, a retired 
missionary who spent many years in 
Nigeria and is our liaison with Friends 
of West Africa Higher Christian Edu- 
cation, the agency that sends funds 
to The University of Mkar. Mr, Buys 
told me that the money we raise goes 
primarily to scholarships for both the 
faculty and for students.The intention 
is to help, not to create dependencies. 
For this reason, the scholarships are 
not total amounts, but rather partial 
amounts to be added to funds person- 
ally raised. Some of the money has 
gone to enhance the library and the 
computer lab, Because of Redeemer's 
support for the computer lab, Dr. Der- 
ek Schuurmans and a Redeemer grad, 
Matthew West visited The University 
of Mkar in 2009 to help with the set- 
up and training. Mr. Buys stays in 
regular contact with Dr. Schuurmans. 
He has also made himself available 
to lend a hand to student senate next 
year when it is time for the next fund- 
raising event. With that said, perhaps 
it is time to update the name of our 
fundraiser from Hobbies for Hilltop to 
something that demonstrates the ma- 
turity and respectability of our little 
sister. It could be a fun component to 
the fundraising campaign and a way to 
get the Redeemer community excited 
about our pledge of sistership. 

For more information, please take 
a look at the university's website. It 
is a great way to see the campus, to 
read statements of faith and to see the 
growth of a Christian university in a 
struggling nation. www.unimkar.edu. 
ng/. This is our little sister. 
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Santorum drops out of race 


KARA VANGROOTHEEST 
CROWN REPORTER 


The United States is still running a 
spirited campaign to choose the Re 
publican candidate for the 2012 presi- 
dential elections 

Until now, there have been four run 
ners in the political race: Mitt Rom 
ney, Newt Gingrich, Ron Paul and 
Rick Santorum. However, earlier this 
month there was a sudden change. 


Rick Santorum has dropped out of 


the campaign to become the Repub 
lican presidential candidate in the 
United States elections of 2012 

This decision was made over the 
aster weekend. Santorum spent the 


weekend with his family, taking care 
if his disabled daughter. He and his 
family came to the conclusion that it 
would be best for him to drop out of 
the campaign 

his is a harsh blow for Christian 
voters in the United States. Santorum 
was a strong conservative; he was not 
afraid to stand up for what he believed 
in, even when it came to controversial 
issues such as abortion. He was the 


imple choice for Conservative voters 


This is not to say that Santorum had 
a good chance of winning the vote; 
Romney was still quite far ahead in 
the polls. 

Still, this decision has far reach- 
ing consequences to the campaign. 
Though not likely to win, Santorum 
was one of the two top choices for the 
candidate. His withdrawal will push 
Mitt Romney closer to winning. This 
is the most likely outcome; however, 
there are some of Santorum’s support 
ers that are reluctant to support Rom 
ney, The reason for this is that Rom 
ney is not vocal enough about what he 
believes in 

Santorum was very vocal about his 
Christian beliefs. He spoke out about 
issues, including big issues such as 
abortion and same sex marriage 
Romney, on the other hand, speak: 
about such beliefs only when asked 

Even if not the entire group of Santo 
rum’s followers do not support Rom 
ney, there is very little chance of Paul 
or Gingrich winning the position as the 
Republican Candidate. Most Ameri 
cans believe that Romney will be the 
candidate running against Obama this 
coming November an) 


CONTRIBUTED IMAGE 


; supers of baal ieee ei 


THE CROWN.CA 


get 


PERE SABRI 5 


| APRIL 2012 


PE Hae te 


NEWS 


Students largely left out of federal bud- 


Despite focus on research and innovation, no new student aid initiatives announced in budget 


2012 


EMMA GODMERE 
CUP NATIONAL 
BUREAU CHIEF 


OTTAWA (CUP) — Higher education 
in the context of research and innova- 
tion stole much of the spotlight in the 
federal government's latest budget, 
but students and youth seeking great- 
er financial aid were otherwise left in 
the dark. 

“The plan’s measures focus on the 


hak 
of job creation," Fisica Minister. Jim 
Flaherty told reporters in advance of 
the budget’s unveiling in the House of 
Commons on March 29. 

But apart from a heavy focus on in- 
dustry-related research and additional 
funding for one particular youth em- 
ployment program, Canadian post- 
secondary students were largely 
missing from the Conservatives’ 2012 
budget. 

“There's no relief in this budget for 
students,” said Roxanne Dubois, na- 
tional chairperson for the Canadian 
Federation of Students (CFS). “We're 
facing the highest tuition fees, the 
highest student debt — and it’s basi- 
cally gone unnoticed by this budget.” 

Research and innovation 

The Conservatives instead placed a 
clear emphasis on innovation and re- 
search funding, namely in the form of 
partnerships between businesses and 
universities. Among their plans, they 
intend to dedicate $14 million over 
two years to double the Industrial Re- 
search and Development Internship 
Program, which currently supports 
1,000 graduate students in conduct- 


menta. -Sinart., and ; wi 


ing research at private-sector firms. 

The Conservatives also plan to send 
$6.5 million over three years to Mc- 
Master University for a health care re- 
search project, and will dedicate $500 
million over five years to support 
modernization of research infrastruc- 
ture on campuses through the Canada 
Foundation for Innovation, starting in 
2014-15. 

Paul Davidson, president and CEO 
of the Association of Universities and 
Colleges of Canada, called the invest- 


yportive 
proposals outlined the 
Conservatives. 

“When you look at what the govern- 
ment has been considering over the 
last several months, where every de- 
partment was asked to present [cuts] 
.. I think Canadian universities can 
be quite proud and quite pleased that 
the government recognizes the central 
role universities play,” he said. 

NDP post-secondary education critic 
Rathika Sitsabaiesan, meanwhile, 
raised concerns over the fact that the 
majority of the research funding out- 
lined in the budget was tied to specific 
industries. 

“It’s all about controlling the re- 
search that’s being done in this coun- 
try, which doesn’t sound right,” she 
said. 

Some money was earmarked for Can- 
ada’s three research granting councils, 
however: reflecting similar numbers 
mentioned in the 2011 budget, federal 
funding to the tune of an additional 
$37 million annually is set to begin 
in 2012~13. Despite this, the docu- 
ment noted that “granting councils 
will be pursuing operational efficien- 
cies and reallocation of funding from 


am 


lower-priority programs to generate 
savings,” and that the government 
would “fully reinvest 2012—13 savings 
in priority areas of the granting coun- 
cils, particularly in industry-academic 
partnerships.” 

The Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research (CIHR) will see $15 million 
per year for patient-oriented research; 
another $15 million per year will be 
directed to Natural Sciences and Engi- 
neering Research Council (NSERC) for 
partnerships and innovation; and $7 
million per year will be funneled into 
industry-academic partnership initia- 
tives at the Social Sciences and Hu- 
manities Research Council (SSHRC). 

“The funding to the granting coun- 
cils is targeted and it’s exclusive,” said 
Sitsabaiesan. “It really doesn’t give the 
granting councils the autonomy they 
need to be able to do the research that 
needs to be done ... Instead, they're 
forcing the granting councils to fund 
research initiatives within the private 
sector and of course also they're fund- 
ing only research that’s being tied with 
private sector corporations.” 

The Toronto MP also pointed out 
that the portion of the budget that 
dealt with post-secondary education 
often reaffirmed plans and funding 
that had been in play since 2006. For 
example, the 2012 budast marks the 
end of the sti nul t 


structure Program, which provided 
nearly $2 billion over two years for 
construction projects at university and 
college campuses across the country. 
Budget 2012 reported that a total of 
515 projects were completed under the 
program, and while five have yet to be 
completed, no further federal funding 
will be provided for those unfinished 
projects. 

Katimavik funding eliminated 

There were youth-related cuts in the 
document, too. Living up to rumours 
that swirled in the media in the days 
leading up to the budget, the govern- 
ment cut funding to Katimavik, a pop- 
ular youth program that supported 
young Canadians traveling the coun- 
try to participate in volunteer proj- 
ects. The government announced its 


intentions to continue to invest in “af- 


fordable, effective programming” and 
that Canadian Heritage would pledge 
over $105 million in youth initiatives, 
though few details were provided. 
Liberal youth critic Justin Trudeau, a 
longtime supporter and former board 
chair of the program, had been speak- 
ing out against the rumoured cuts 


days in advance of the budget presen- 
tation. 

“The needs for students are enor- 
mous and when they're turning 
around and cutting $30 million over 
two years by eliminating the Katima- 
vik program, you can see that there's 
not a lot of money in there for young 
people,” said the Montreal MP, when 
asked about the lack of support for 
youth in the budget. 

“We have to make sure we're invest- 
ing in our young people and their ca- 
pacity to become those productive, 
contributing citizens we need them to 
be. And this government is not, once 
again, living up to its obligations to 
the future of Canada and to our young 
people,” Trudeau continued. 

Employment issues 

In the area of job creation specifi- 
cally for youth, the Conservatives only 
announced they would add another 
$50 million over two years to the ex- 
isting Youth Employment Strategy, 
which, according to the government, 
connected nearly 70,000 youth with 
work experience and skills training 
last year. 

“It’s nice to see that that came in after 
we saw that they were closing employ- 
ment centres,” said Zach Dayler, na- 
tional director for the Canadian Alli- 
ance of Student Associations (CASA). 
wud Youth Employment Program 


provide valuable work 
Seperience for students but also pro- 
vide skills development for youth who 
are at risk, which I think is a huge, 
huge thing,” he continued, adding that 
despite its small price tag in the con- 
text of the budget, “it’s a start.” 

Both CASA and CFS reps expressed 
their disappointment over the lack of 
proposed financial aid for students, 
though Dayler noted that they weren't 
“expecting to see any major invest- 
ments” in this area for students. While 
the government re-affirmed their 
plan to forgive student loans of up to 
$40,000 for new doctors and $20,000 
for new nurses and nurse practitioners 
who plan to work in rural and aborigi- 
nal communities, starting in 2012-13, 
this plan had already been announced 
in last year’s budget. 

Federal Green Party leader Elizabeth 
May also said she was “very disap- 
pointed” that no greater moves were 
made to relieve youth unemployment 
and student debt in the budget, and 
added that she will be speaking to 
students on various campuses in the 
coming days to discuss many of these 
issues, 

“The priority is to engage people so 


that we can put up the kind of cross- 
country response. We need to mo- 
bilize,” she said. “There’s a very bad 
message that sometimes goes out, 
that there’s nothing we can do because 
Stephen Harper has a majority until 
2015.” 

Nevertheless, thanks to their major- 
ity government status, it’s expected 
that the Conservatives will pass their 
budget plan with ease. Among further 
plans outlined in the document: they 
will reduce government employment 
by 4.8 per cent, or 19,200 jobs, though 
details surrounding which depart- 
ments or programs will be affected 

such as the federal public service 
student employment program — have 
yet to be shared. 

The Conservatives also laid out ad- 
ditional departmental cuts to Human 
Resources and Social Development 
(HRSDC), noting that some changes 
will “transform the administration of 
grants and contributions to enhance 
online delivery and reduce red tape 
and the paper burden for applicants 
and recipients.” Cuts to HRSDC in the 
2012 budget start at $6.3 million in 
2012~—13 and jump to $183.2 million 
by 2014-15. No details were given as 
to the potential effect these cuts could 
have on the Canada Student Loans 
Program. 


Additionally, the government an- 
nounced its plans to eliminate the 
penny. Pennies will no longer be pro- 
duced and distributed to financial in- 
stitutions starting in fall 2012, though 
the coins will still be allowed to be 
used in cash transactions. 


Cuts to the CBC were also laid out 
in the document, starting with $27.8 
million in savings in 2012-13 and ris- 
ing to $115 million in 2014-15. 


Similar to the 2011 budget, the Con- 
servatives are aiming to lower the 
deficit to 1.3 billion by 2014-15 and 
achieve a 3.4 billion surplus by 2015- 
16. 


Dubois warned that the government 
was trying to “balance the budget on 
the backs of students and older citi- 
zens,” while May felt there was an- 
other clear message for young people 
among the financial proposals. 


“You're the victims in this,” the Green 
Party leader told Canadian University 
Press, “Anybody younger than 50 is 
the part of the population that gets 
kicked in the teeth in this budget.” 


Introductory Religion Class goes above 
and beyond 


and is currently completing his Ph.D. 
the University of Bristol in 


typical student performance shown 
in core courses. “The interesting thing 
that has happened is that some of the 
students have really taken on this as- 
signment and made it their own,” said 
Beldman. “Some students wrote and 
recorded an EP, consisting of songs 
that portray the various the bib- 
lical story. Other students wrote and 
illustrated children’s stories based on 


the Bible. One student sewed a large 
qt with pockets that can be dropped 

own to explain the acts of the narra- 
tive, Others have retold the story of 
scripture through photographs and 
Prezi presentations. One student is 
even doing a graphic novel.” 

The class project consisted of pro- 


a Sole of biblical history 
brew, Ss six acts of the Bible (as found 


in The Drama of Scripture). Students 
also had the option of doing a creative 
representation of the grand story of 
scripture using the six acts as a frame- 
work. This, according to Beldman, was 
where his class excelled, “They went 
above and beyond anything I've ever 
witnessed teaching this course.” @ 
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RESURRECTION 
FAITHFULNESS 


Take my yoke upon you...and you will 
find rest for your souls (Matt. 11: 29) 


But Christ has indeed been raised 
from the dead, the first-fruits of those 
who have fallen asleep...Therefore 
stand firm. Let nothing move you. 
Always give yourselves fully to the 
work of the Lord, because you know 
that your labour in the Lord is not in 
vain (I Cor. 15: 20, §8). 


Do you ever feel like your day is not 
much more than trudging through 
duty after duty? 

If so, ponder this question: what do 
all of these activities have in com- 
mon? 


- Finishing an essay that you have 
good reason to be proud of. 

‘Finding an error in your last week's 
work and fixing it. 

‘Noticing that someone doesn’t seem 
quite right, asking them how they're 
doing, and listening attentively to 
their reply. 

- Getting the dishes cleaned up and 
the (dorm) kitchen feeling like home. 

- Sharing Easter weekend stories with 
friends or colleagues. 

-Placing a tithe in the offering plate. 

‘Noticing the leaves beginning to 
come out on trees and shrubs. 

Preparing a bang-up lecture/pre- 
sentation for the final week of classes. 

- Playing all-out in a pick-up outdoor 
soccer game. 


What do they have in common? 

They're all part of resurrection faith- 
fulness, according to the Apostle Paul. 
Read I Cor, 15: 58 again (above). The 
entire chapter is about Jesus’ resur- 
rection, and in this its last verse, Paul 
is saying to us, because Jesus is raised 
from the dead, “always give yourselves 


full to the work of the Lord.” In other 
words, let every single thing that you 
do flow from resurrection faithful- 
ness. 

Resurrection faithfulness looks like 
this: because Jesus has been raised 
from the dead, he is the first-fruits of 
the new creation and the guarantor of 
the final victory. We follow him as part 
of the community of the resurrection. 
It's not our job to change the world or 
to change people — though important 
changes may come about through our 
following Jesus. 

In other words, our first calling is 
not to be successful but to be faithful: 
faithful in our work and our play, our 
relationships and our housekeeping, 
our worship and our witness, growing 
in the fruit of the Spirit and following 
where the Spirit leads. 

This final week of classes at Redeem- 
er places different demands on each 
of us, but there is one overarching call 
from our resurrected Lord: “Whatever 
you do, whether in word or in deed, 
do it all in the name of the Lord Je- 
sus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him” (Col. 3: 17) and “Wheth- 
er you eat or you drink or whatever 
you do, do it all for the glory of God” 
(I Cor. 10: 31). 

That's the shape of resurrection 
faithfulness, life inside the yoke of the 
risen Lord. @® 


Counting my Blessings 


AMANDA CURRAN 


As I write this I am sitting in Dakar, 
Senegal, Africa. This past week I have 
had an opportunity to be blessed and 
bless others as I worked with mission- 
ary kids while their parents attended a 
week long Missions Conference. Hear- 
ing stories from both the kids and 
their parents has been amazing. As a 
young adult living in North America, 
I have had so much available to me. I 
am able to walk to a store nearby to get 
anything I could need; I can run to the 
washroom any time I need; I can sim 
ply turn on the tap to get water with 
which to brush my teeth (and water al- 
ways comes out); and I do not have to 
worry about being evacuated from my 
home because of danger in the area. 

Being in a country like Africa really 
makes you think, as does hanging out 
with kids whose families have given 
up many comforts to serve the Lord in 
a foreign country. It is sometimes hard 
to realize the amazing things that we 
are blessed with until they are gone. 
Something as simple as having run- 
ning water from the tap is a blessing 
we take for granted numerous times 
each day. Until my trip to Dakar, I had 

never given a second thought to how 
thankful I am for a regular toilet in my 

house. Without going into details, this 
trip has opened my eyes to how much 

I take for granted. In North America I 


can just run into a store or a building 
to use the washroom when I am out 
and about; here (and in many other 
places) that is not the case. Day trips 
on a day where you are not feeling the 
greatest are inconvenient when you 
do not have quick and easy access to 
a toilet - here, a hole in the ground, 
let alone a flush toilet are a bit scarce. 
There are so many things that have be- 
come so routine that we no longer give 
them any thought. 

Too often we fall into the tendency of 
complaining about things in our lives 
instead of being thankful. One of the 
funniest examples of which I have re- 
ally been convicted this past week is 
my complaining about bumpy roads 
and smelly outhouses in the past; in- 
stead, I really should be thankful that 
there are washrooms available to me 
and that there are roads to drive on. 
You have not experienced truly bumpy 
roads until you visit certain countries. 
The funniest part of my trip in Senegal 
thus far is our van getting extremely 
stuck in sand today. Between the trav- 
eling on completely sand roads, and 
the absolutely insane bumps, ridges, 
twists, jostles, pot-holes and shakes, 
I learned to have a new appreciation 
for the somewhat bumpy roads back 
home. If we can not learn to be thank- 
ful for the things that God has blessed 
us with, we will end up living life with 
a grass-is-greener-on-the-other-side 
perspective - which can be very dan- 


CONTRIBUTED IMAGE 


gerous. 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 says, “Re- 
joice always, pray continually, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this 
is God's will for you in Christ Jesus,” 
these verses are a great reminder that 
as Christians we are to be thankful 
in every situation. God is blessing us 
with more than we can comprehend 
each day, even the gift of breath is 
something that should be a reminder 
to daily thank God for giving us life, 
and furthermore a life filled with hope 
and assurance in Him. As our school 
year comes to a close, may we take 
the time amongst all the hustle and 
bustle of exams to stop and thank God 
for each new day and the multitude of 
blessings that He fills it with. 


The Absence of 
Joy: What are 
we missing? 


JACKIE LIEUWEN 
COPY EDITOR 


“As the Father loved me,” Jesus said, 
“I also have loved you; abide in my 
love. If you keep my commandments, 
you will abide in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father's commandments and 
abide in his love. These things I have 
spoken to you, that my joy may remain 
in you, and that your joy may be full” — 
John 15:9-11, NKJV. 

Wait, did Jesus just say “that our joy 
may be full?” Is our joy full? 

I used to tell myself, “well, joy isn’t a 
feeling. It's more of a discipline. God 
commands us to be joyful, so we just 
have to focus more on being joyful and 
then the feelings will follow.” But let’s 
think that through a minute. Be hon- 
est, outside of the Biblical command to 
be joyful always, what do we instantly 
think about when we hear or say “joy?” 
A feeling? Then why do we change it 
when it comes to the command of the 
Bible? The Bible talks a lot about God 
giving joy, abundant joy, to those who 
follow him, but because we haven't ex- 
perienced that joy God promises, we 
try to change joy and say that it is just 
a discipline, But no, joy IS a feeling! 

We often do the same thing with 
love. The greatest command, said Je- 
sus, is to love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, soul, mind and strength 
(Mark 12:30). But often we think, well, 
I don’t feel that love for God, so I just 
have to discipline myself to love God. 

in, is that what it means to love? 
we found out that our friends were 
just disciplining themselves to love 
us, that they didn’t really feel the love 
for us, would we be happy with that? 
No! And God doesn’t want that either! 
God wants his people to be sincere! He 
wants us to truly love him, to overflow 
with praise for him! 

So why don’t we? Why are our hearts 
not filled with joy and love for our 
God? What is missing? 

The problem is that we focus on the 
fruit and not the source. We focus on 
being fruit bearers, on living and lov- 
ing and thinking like we should. But 
that isn’t the Biblical pattern, that’s 
not how God says it should be! Our 
actions, our righteousness, our love, 
and the fruit of the Spirit OVERFLOW 
from a relationship with God! It’s not 
something that we strive to work at, 
because we cannot do it. We strive 
after God and he does it in us! He- 
brews 12:2-3 says that Jesus went to 
the cross for the joy set before him, 
he wasn't focusing on the agony of the 
cross and the work before him, he was 
fixing his eyes on the ones he loved — 
on us whom he died to redeem! In the 
same way, says Hebrews, let us fix our 
eyes on Jesus! 

Philippians 2:13 says “It is God who 
works in you to will and to act accord- 
ing to his good purpose.” God is the 
source of life and joy and love, and it 
is him who gives us the things that he 
commands us to have! 

In the prayer of Psalm 16:11, the 
Psalmist says, “In your presence is full- 
ness of joy.” Wait, did you catch that? 
Where is the fullness of joy found? IN 
GOD'S PRESENCE! 

So, the first question we need to ask 
is do we believe that God is the source 
of all good things? Do we believe God's 
word when he says in James 1:17 that 
“every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, and comes down from 
the Father of lights?” Do we believe 
God when he promises to fill us with 
joy in his presence? Do we believe that 
Jesus came to give us life abundant 
and fullness of joy, as he himself says? 
God promises us joy! So why don’t we 
feel joy?! 

James 4:2-3 gives us the answer: 
“You do not have because you do not 
ask God, When you ask, you do not re- 
ceive, because you ask with the wrong 
motives, that you may spend it on your 


pleasures.” So there are two things in- 
volved here, two reasons that we don't 
have what God promises. 

The first reason is that we do not ask. 
Jesus said “ask and it will be given 
to you.” Often we are afraid to ask 
because we are afraid that God will 
disappoint us, afraid that our prayers 
won't be answered. But God’s word is 
true. God does not lie. If he promises 
us joy, then he will give us joy when 
we ask! However, we have to be care- 
ful that our hearts are right when we 
ask. As I said earlier, we pursue the 
source first and foremost. The joy is 
a fruit that is meant to overflow and 
be a testimony to others of Christ in 
us. Our desire and motive for asking 
for joy must be that God's glory is dis- 
played through us. 

That is the second reason that our 
prayers are not answered: We ask 
with the wrong motives. We want to 
be joyful for our own pleasure. If we 
are seeking our own fulfillment, then 
that is not what God will give. We 
must love God first, with everything 
that we are, and it is love for God that 
will fill us with joy. How could we not 
be filled with joy if God is our hearts’ 
desire and he has demonstrated his 
incredible love for us, coming down to 
die for us, and now promising that he 
is with us every day! We need to ask 
ourselves, “is God my heart's desire?” 
If not, then our motives for asking for 
joy will be wrong and we will not re- 
ceive it from God. 

But don't despair! If that is the case, 
if we look at our hearts and realize 
that God is not our hearts’ deepest 
desire, we are not without hope! In 
Ezekiel 36: 25-28, God promises “I 
will cleanse you from all your impuri- 
ties and from all your idols. I will give 
you a new heart and put a new spirit 
in you; I will remove from you your 
heart of stone and give you a heart of 
flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you 
and move you to follow my decrees 
and be careful to keep my laws... you 
will be my people, and I will be your 
God.” That is what we must pray for! 
Pray for God to change your heart! He 
desperately wants to! 

In Matthew 7:7, Jesus said “ASK and 
it WILL BE GIVEN to you; seek and 
you will find; knock and the door will 
be opened to you.” If we ask for God to 
change our hearts so that we love and 
desire him more, will he deny us that 
request? 

I hope that you are beginning to see 
a pattern here. The problem, the rea- 
son we struggle so much with our sin 
is that we do not ask God! The reason 
we don’t love God as we ought is be- 
cause we don’t ASK HIM to fill us with 
that love! 2 Peter 1:3-4 says that we 
have “everything we need for life and 
godliness” and we can participate in 
God's divine nature through his great 
and precious promises, but we have 
to CLAIM the promises of God! We 
must believe that God will give what 
he promises (James 1:6)! Don’t look 
back at your past experiences and say, 
“well, I've asked before and nothing 
changed.” Look at God's Word! The 
truth! Does God lie? Would he prom- 
ise to give us joy and then decide not 
to give it? NO! Not unless our motives 
are wrong! If we pursue the source, Je- 
sus Christ himself, then the fruit of the 
Spirit, the fruit of love, joy, peace, ete. 
will overflow. 

God promises “You will seek me and 
find me when you seek me with all 
your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13). If we 
know that God wants to give us pas- 
sionate love for him, abundant joy and 
fullness of life, and enable us to bear 
fruit for his glory, what are we waiting 
for?! 

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek 
and you will find; knock and the door 
will be opened to you” - Matthew 7:7 
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Editorial: Journalism, love and failure 


BRITTANY KNAPPER 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


As the year comes to a close, I find 
myself stepping back and wondering 
where the time has gone; and I have 
to say Redeemer, it’s been fun. 
Working for The Crown for three 
years has been one of the biggest 
challenges, mentally and spiritually, 
that I have faced at Redeemer. There 
is a constant battle as a Christian 
journalist to find a middle space for 
reporting on and analyzing news. Re- 
porting is never black and white, and 
that’s important to remember. 

When I came to the position of 
Editor-in-Chief last April, | promised 
that The Crown would not be afraid 
to tackle difficult issues within our 
community and the broader world. I 
grappled with what Christian journal- 
ism truly was, advocating that the pa- 


Dearest 


per was a necessary place to converse 
about what unsettles us. I criticized 
The Crown for its sunshine reporting, 
and for its lack of integrity and pro- 
fessionalism. I condemned it for not 
taking itself seriously, and not taking 
the implications of our sinful world 
seriously. I set out to change that. 

I promised that The Crown would not 
fear the dark places. That it would 
seek truth in Christ's name. Christian 
journalists, I said, should constantly 
be putting forward everything they 
are for the glory of God, and they 
should do it in love. 

Seeking truth in love is difficult, and 
I've learned much about it during 

the course of the last three years. As 
Christians, when Christ calls us to be 
a people of justice, he means for us to 
be a people of God-ordained and love- 
infused action. It’s a difficult calling, 
and one that requires us to constantly 


First 


Years: Walls 
and Bridges 


AARON DEVOS 


And we're off. I'm off to pursue a full 
time career and many of you are off to 
make money before starting another 
year of school. What we may share in 
common is the mindset that summer 
is on its way but I hope you will find 
it worthwhile to read one last Dearest 
First Years reflection. 

Have you ever said the phrase, “Re- 
deemer is a bubble” or “the Redeemer 
bubble?” You wouldn’t be the first 
person to say it and you won't be the 
last. It is usually said to refer toa 
series of invisible walls that prevent 
students from interacting with the 
community around them. Redeemer 
students’ interaction with Mead- 
owlands or lack thereof, is the most 
notorious example used. 

| agree for the most part with the 
problems that students see with 
having a bubble around Redeemer, 
but I am perplexed how something as 
unstable as a bubble has turned out 
to be what Redeemer is most often 
compared with. 

All it takes to burst a bubble is a tiny 
pin prick or a change in wind direc- 
tion. Anything that enters or exits 
a bubble is not just a breach to one 
of its walls but a collapse to its very 
identity. The only way for a bubble to 
continue to be a bubble is if it is com- 
pletely isolated. Is Redeemer really 
that isolated? 

The only way to explain its con- 
tinued existence after 25 years is to 
recognize that Redeemer is closer 
akin to a cell than a bubble. Students 
enter Redeemer and students leave 
it, water flows in and sewage flows 
out, funding comes in and funding 
runs out, it is in this exchange that 
Redeemer still is. Such exchanges can 
take place because it is not completely 
enclosed in by a wall; there are gaps 
in the wall and in those gaps bridges 
have formed. Some of these bridges 
have stretched to the other side of 
the globe because of international 


students, the food we eat or the books 
we read. There are bridges right in 
our backyard and I would exceed the 
word count in my narrow attempt to 
list them all. 

I think one of the reasons why we 
refer to Redeemer as a bubble is 
because we believe so strongly in the 
call of the Great Commission to “Go 
and make disciples of all nations” 
and life in a bubble would inhibit its 
fulfillment. I whole heartedly agree, 
but likening Redeemer to a bubble 
would give no reason to care for those 
who live in another bubble. This can 
lead us to think that others have their 
bubble and we have ours, in such a 
situation there is no need for people 
to interact. After all, doesn’t a bubble 
thrive on its isolation? 

This is why it is so very important to 
change our language from identifying 
Redeemer as a bubble to something 
else that recognizes interdependency, 
I chose a cell because they almost 
always function within a larger organ- 
ism. All the cells in an organism exist 
because the organism exists. Cells 
can die and new cells can form but 
neither function can occur unless they 
have a body to house them, 

This switch in word usage from 
walls to bridges will not be easy 
because it will require much more 
of us. It is obvious that bubbles have 
walls but it is not so obvious where 
the bridges are in a cell. Sometimes 
the bridges that need to be crossed 
have not been built yet and even then 
we do not quite know where they will 
take us. Crossing these bridges will 
also be difficult because sometimes 
they are not built yet and other times 
we have no idea where they are going. 
I don’t doubt that there will be a few 
toll booths along the way. 

Next time the conversation comes 
up about bubbles at Redeemer try to 
change the topic to bridges. This may 
be the best way for making the bubble 


analogy disappear, @® 


re-evaluate our motives. Our world 

is broken, and we are called to do 
something about it. Under no circum- 
stances should we expose injustice 
out of vindictive rage. 

Journalism exposes the brokenness. 
But instead of shining a spotlight at 
it, it should illuminate it with love - a 
penetrating light, like the soft glow 

of a candle in a dark room. Christ's 
love is gentle and strong, and so too, 
should be ours. 

This is my final editorial and it’s a 
bittersweet moment. I have loved Re- 
deemer for many years. This is a place 
that has changed me from a careless 
teenager into an eager academic, re- 
minding me that the centre of my life 
and hope is my Father in Heaven. 

In many ways, I've failed. 1 often 
forget to place God first. I often forget 
to keep my own motivations in check, 
and instead of aligning them with the 


grace of my Lord and Savior, I have 
let anger or sadness or transgression 
preface my actions; But I have also 
learned. Redeemer turned me into 

an adult. 

Many have asked me how it feels 

to finally be finished. The answer is 
simple: it feels bittersweet. Redeemer 
is my home; it is my family. It is a 
good place filled with good people. I 
love Redeemer dearly, but I’m not in 
love with it anymore. I've grown out 
of its walls, and I hope that means 
that God has prepared me for what 
comes next. It’s a feeling of satisfac- 
tion, of accomplishment, of profound 
and inexplicable love. 

As I end, I would like to thank the 
other graduating students who have 
served on The Crown this past year: 
Jackie Lieuwen, David Bakker, 
Jeremy Parsons, Greg Dykxhoorn and 
Aaron Devos. These people have held 


the paper together. They have been 
the reason for many hilarious produc- 
tion nights, and have kept it together, 
being fiercely devoted to their jobs. 
Each of them have taught me valuable 
lessons about God's love. Thank you. 
And to each student, staff and faculty 
member at Redeemer, I encourage 
you. May your hearts and lives echo 
the words of Colossians 3: “As God's 
chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, 
humility, patience, gentleness and 
kindness...and above all else, put on 
love, which binds them all together in 


perfect unity.” @® 


Introducing 2012-135 
Editor-in-Chief 


Prince Edward Island: Home to 
miles of sandy scenic beaches, the 
confederation bridge, beautiful golf 
courses, some of the finest culinary 
products both from the farm and the 
sea, and of course Cows Ice Cream. 
Many would call it God’s chosen 
country. I for one have called it home 
for the majority of the 20 years that 
my life has spanned. There is nothing 
quite like the Island, The pace of life 
is slow, the people are friendly and 
the scenery is stunning. Its much 
different than here. We don’t have 
a Booster Juice, American Eagle or 
a Kelsey's. We don't have a Costco 
or even divided highways (although 
we do have three overpasses!); and 
up until a couple of years ago, we 
didn’t even have public transit or 
canned pop. We even talk differ- 
ently. You guys say back-pack, we say 
Kit-bag, you guys say notebook and 
we say scribbler, The differences are 
extensive. 

Its been quite the change com- 
ing from rural PEL, surrounded by 
Potato fields, more potato fields and 
the ocean, to the hurried pace of 
Ancaster, just minutes outside Ham- 


ilton, the ninth largest city in Canada 


and about an hour from the biggest 


city in the country. Almost three years 
have gone by since I started here at 
Redeemer and I think I am finally 
starting to get the hang of things here. 
My accent has finally started wear- 
ing off (although my friends would 
argue that) and my skills behind the 
wheel, especially in the department 
of lane-changing have also improved 
(seeing as we have an approximately 
combined total of 10 kms of multi- 
lane roads on the Island). 1 am actu- 
ally starting to like Ontario, It is very 
different from where I grew up, but it 
has not disappointed me in my short 
time here. I am fascinated by the city, 
and love going downtown, especially 
in Toronto. Professional sports are 
not an option on the East coast, so 
I've enjoyed the close proximity to 
some of Canada’s biggest sports 
teams. 

Now, I'm not here to vouch for On- 
tario. Nor am I here to vouch for PEI, 
although I do love it a lot. 1am just 
here to state that they are different. 
(Thank you captain obvious right?) 
As your new editor in chief I will be 
different than those past. Probably 
not better, hopefully not worse, just 
different. I am not your standard 
Editor-in-Chief. I have written a total 
of three newspaper articles in my life 
and this will make for a grand total 
of four. Honestly, I have very little 
knowledge in running a newspaper, 
although that knowledge is increas- 
ing everyday thanks to an excellent 
E.1L.C. this year, I have, however, 
been interested in news from a young 
age. My parents always deemed me 
the nosy child, because I had a way 
of figuring out everything (or so 1 
thought). I remember on many occa- 
sions when my parents would have 
coffee at my grandparents house and 
the grandchildren would go play, I 
would take just a few extra minutes 
sitting around trying to get a few 
“parent only” details so I could be in 


The views presented do not necessarily represent the opinions of 
The Crown staff or the broader Redeemer community 


the know. That is me. I like details, 
and I love being on the side that 
knows them. 

[also have an aspiration of possibly 
pursuing a career in journalism. No, 
I’m not an English major either. 1 am 
hoping to graduate with a Physical 
Education/ Business double major 
and a Religion & Theology minor. 

Not your standard resume for an 
E.L.C. Despite my differences, lam 
thoroughly excited to have an op- 
portunity to contribute to Redeemer 
in this way next year. Journalism and 
Christianity are an interesting mix 
and I am excited by the challenge that 
lies ahead. 

Increasing readership is always an 
important goal for a newspaper. To 
accomplish this task there are a few 
things that need to take place. The 
staff of The Crown needs to perform 
their job to the best of their abilities, 
producing a paper that is both factual, 
meaningful and even a little enter- 
taining. It will also take some serious 
creativity. In a period where print is 
quickly fading and everything is going 
digital, the challenge is to keep The 
Crown up-to-date and relevant to Re- 
deemer. If it is not relevant, it will not 
be read. The last piece of the puzzle 
we need is you. In order to reach out 
to as many people as possible, we 
need to have you on board, The more 
people we can have contributing 
to The Crown the better. The more 
feedback we receive the better we can 

make it. It is, after all, the students’ 
paper. 

I am thoroughly excited to have this 
privilege next year and believe I can 
bring a new flavour of creativity to 
The Crown. I love Redeemer and have 
a desire to see it be the best that it can 
be. I look forward to working with 
all of you, helping to inform students 
about news at Redeemer. e 
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Updating Redeemer’s 
Rec Centre 


DEREK BENJAMINS 
MANAGING EDITOR 


It is widely known that the Student 
Senate is planning major changes for 
the Rec Center. We've all received 
emails about focus groups and sur- 
veys regarding what the Redeemer 
community wants to see change in the 
Rec Center. This is very exciting for 
Redeemer. 

If you've been to the Rec Center 
lately, you'll know that it’s not exactly 
a space that encourages having fun. 
My first experience in the Rec Center 
included everyone being warned not 
to jump much on the second floor, 
because they thought the floor might 
cave in. Clearly there are some is- 
sues. 

After talking to a number of indi- 
viduals about what the Rec Center is 
used for, I've come to the conclusion 
that the general function of the Rec 
Center has to change a bit. Right 
now, the Rec Center’s function is to 
be a hang out place for Redeemer 


students: this is unnecessary. People 
hang out in dorms and in cosy areas 
in the school. We don’t want to go to 
a huge old building and sit on chairs 
and couches that are older than our 
parents. We go where there's nice 
leather couches and where other 
people are. 

The Rec Center is old, out-dated and 
has a terrible layout. We've tried 
hosting dances in there and it’s al- 
ways uncomfortable because the Rec 
Center's layout is so awkward. The 
layout needs to change. We should 
turn the majority of the Ree Center 
into a single floor building. This way 
we could change the general function 
of it. We should maintain an awe- 
some TV area and some nice couches 
for hanging out, but we should have 
one main floor. This would make it 
possible to have tons of Redeemer 
functions NOT in the Caf or in the 
Foyer. 

Imagine this for a second. You walk 
into the Rec Center, past the pool 


table, and there’s a cool balcony in the 


corner of the building with couches 
and a coffee maker up there. Beneath 
that balcony there's an awesome TV 
room, maybe a projector and a Wii 
with Netflix! Then look ahead, to a 
nice open space. Some couches for 
hanging out on, maybe some chairs 
and tables for playing cards and 
board games. The best part about 
this is that we could actually use the 
Rec Center. The Junction, Hotspot, 
Coffee House, Battle of the Bands, In- 
timate and best of all... school dances 
in an awesome newly updated space! 
Now I'm not saying that all these 
things will happen, these are only 

a few of my own ideas, but people 
have to start getting excited about 
this. Student Senate is willing to pay 
to give us a great new space to hang 
out in, and we have the opportunity 
to have a say in what changes they 
make. So be creative, think bigger 
than colors you want the walls to be, 
and email Triona about what you 
think is the best option for the Rec 
Center! @> 


Exams and 


Purple Monkeys 


BECKY CONNELL 


Exams are not as tedious as students 
may often complain; as such a season 
may be spent in study and simultane- 
ously in comradery, late adventures 
and junk-fueled all-nighters, 

The exam period is set aside for stu- 
dents to study and prepare for their 
final examinations of the semester, 
Instead, this time often serves as an 
opportunity to deepen friendships, 
prank and catch up on television 
programs that you'd forgotten about. 
Such distractions epitomize the clas- 
sic procrastination in most students 
who would rather sport in foolishness 
then spend hours, crammed in a desk 
in the library, sneaking food after 
hours of starvation. 

Contrary to professional belief, 
these moments of escape may work 
positively as they allow students to 
purge their academic stress by means 
of typically irrational behaviour, In 
my first year at Redeemer, after a 
day of being trapped upstairs in my 
room (it may have only been a couple 
of hours), my entire house decided 
to dress up in ridiculous costumes. 
Proudly, we fashioned metallic gold 
pants, bright purple t-shirts and 
sheets, and then ensued to steal our 
neighbours beloved large, purple 
monkey. After a successful steal and 
escape, we ran around campus, cham- 
pioning our prize and yelling without 
true justification. Most of us had an 
exam at 9 a.m. the next day; yet, I 
do not remember being stressed or 
feeling under qualified to write that 
exam. Granted, distraction is not al- 
ways beneficial, but it sure can be fun. 

Some of my favourite Redeemer 
memories were created during exam 


periods, It is over the years of tears 
(evoked by stress and laughter), 
boisterousness and bizarreness, that 
I have come to believe the mania 
which emerges during exams is the 
direct cause of an overloaded brain. 
After hours behind books and revi- 
sion, one's mind begins to lose its 
capacity to contemplate anything 
non-academic. Thus, when one is re- 
moved from their academic environ- 
ment, something happens and their 
brain begins to draw upon ideas and 
thoughts typically dormant or denied. 
Suddenly, driving to a grocery store 
at 2 a.m. to pick up a bag of chips and 
ice cream seems perfectly rational, 
or staging sword fights, either with 
friends or alone, appears obvi- 

ously entertaining. It doesn’t matter 
what bombastic idea is created or 
performed in these moments so long 
as it passes time with humour and 
brainlessness. 

It is essential that students are able 
to balance their hours of study with 
hours of solitude and relaxation. 
While our academic success is im- 
portant, it is not the only importance, 
and students must use their time in 
university to grow mentally, as well as 
personally and spiritually. There have 
been times where I have had to spend 
entire days isolated from society and 
at a desk, but I have not limited my 
experiences to such days. 

In fairness, the priority of the stu- 
dent may differ, as one student may 
seek their MRS degree, while another, 
their PhD. However, one idea re- 
mains: while seasons pass and we are 
suddenly thrust into a new semester 
of learning, we must ensure our ex- 
periences at Redeemer rest not solely 
in academics, but also in adventure, 
friendship and outright surprise. qD 


Kony 2012: beyond armchair activism 


BRITTANY KNAPPER 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


Invisible Children has faced a chal- 
lenging first month of their Kony 
2012 campaign. Since the release of 
their first video on March 5, there 
has been an outpour of both support 
and criticism. On March 16, it was 
reported that Invisible Children’s 
co-founder, Jason Russell, was 
detained by San Diego police for 
public disturbance and masturbation 
in public. He was taken to a medical 
facility in the area. It was reported 
that the overwhelming reaction to the 
campaign video put the 33-year old 
co-founder on edge. 

Regardless, on April 5, the organiza- 
tion released a second video. It sought 
to answer, and in some cases clarify, 
the criticisms pitted against it. It also 
intended to promote the next stage of 
the campaign, which it calls “Cover 
the Night.” 

Their comprehensive program is 
fourfold: first, to offer civilian protec- 
tion to the communities affected by 
LRA invasions; second, to see the 
peaceful escape and/or surrender 
of LRA members; third, to promote 
rehabilitation and reconstruction 
of communities and LRA escapees; 
and fourth, see the arrest of the top 
officials of the LRA, including Kony 
himself 

The goal of “Cover the Night” is, 
according to Kony 2012 Part 2, “to 
change this digital revolution into 
something more,” and the premise is 
quite simple: serve your community 
and seek justice for Joseph Kony. The 
first part of the action plan requires 
those involved to send letters to local 
leaders and heads of state to support 
the effort to stop the LRA, much the 
same as the original Kony 2012 video. 
The second part is more comprehen 
sive, On Friday, April 20, Invisible 


Children’s action plan is service 
awareness, not armchair activism. 
Participants should sport their Kony 
2012 t-shirt and then hit the streets 
of their hometown to complete three 
hours of community service in the 
name of Joseph Kony. 

In theory, this is a great idea. As 
Invisible Children orients its efforts to 
community rehabilitation and aware- 
ness in Uganda, Congo, South Sudan, 
and the Central African Republic, 
eager supporters can do their share of 
social justice on their home turf. Why 
not clean up the streets of your home- 
town as you advocate for the capture 
of a now infamous war criminal? As a 
Christian, the answer to this question 
is not black and white. 

Yes, advocating for the capture of 
Joseph Kony is good, and as Invisible 
Children has finally acknowledged, 
merely sharing a video will not solve 
the problem. It will take the active 
participation of the United Nations, 
world governments and dedication 
of hard-working people to bring 
about peace. Also, serving in your 
communities is a great use of your 
time and talents. There is never any 
harm in cleaning up a park, sweeping 
a walkway or cutting the grass ona 
neighbour's lawn. The Bible com- 
mands Christians to love and serve 
others and to seek justice and truth - 
in Christ's name. 

Christians should constantly be 
evaluating their motives for seeking 
justice. Do we serve in the name of 
Christ or do we serve in the name of a 
recognized war criminal? 

While Invisible Children’s motives 
are good, under no circumstances 
can the humanity within us deny that 
there is a line that needs to be drawn 
when good works are equated with 
the name of evil, 

Invisible Children more likely sees 
their campaign as a way to incorpo 
rate home-grown social activism and 


service with justice abroad, and saw 
the link as a helpful way to be spark 
humanitarian thinking. Prefacing the 
second part of the campaign with the 
success stories already being released 
for the Kony 2012 movement was 

a good way to get the activist blood 
moving in its geared audience of 
young adults. 

But there needs to be a certain 
amount of insight, and Christians 
need to be aware of why they are 
serving, who they are serving, and 
in whose name they are serving. Is 
picking up some trash to raise aware- 
ness about a war criminal effective? 
If its something only done because an 
advocacy campaign demands it, our 
motivations need to be re-evaluated. 

Christ calls us to serve in His name, 
and to do it without acknowledge- 
ment and constantly, using the 
talents He's given us, The members of 
Invisible Children, regardless of their 
belief system, have devoted their lives 
to the cause of the African children 
abducted and exploited by Joseph 
Kony, and while their newest cam- 
paign may be under a tremendous 
amount of scrutiny, their motives are 
good. 

Social justice is part of the Christian 
calling. Coming out of the Easter sea- 
son, Christians need to be particularly 
aware of the message of the risen 
Lord. We need to be aware of how 
sin perverts good intentions and our 
motivations to seek justice. Service 
cannot be a one-time thing, but a 
life-long commitment. And it most 
certainly cannot be in the name of an 
infamous war criminal. 

For more information on the “Cover 
the Night” campaign, visit Invisible 
Children's website at www. invisi- 
blechildren.com and watch the video. 


The campaign is scheduled to take 


place on April 20, 2012, ® 


thecrown.ca 


ARTS & FEATURES 


THE CROWN.CA | APRIL 


2012 


PAX conference |/Poetry of Phil Hall: 


welcomes 


gamers 


RYAN SEBASTIAN 


PAX. This three day event draws peo- 
ple from all over the world and is an 
eagerly anticipated weekend for those 
who make it their destination. Penny 
Arcade Expo began in 2004 when 
Mike Krahulik and Jerry Hoskins, the 
duo behind the similarly named web 
comic, Penny Arcade, decided that 
gamers needed a place to unite. It took 
place in Seattle and succeeded beyond 
the organizers wildest dreams, Three 
thousand people attended that first 
year. Since then there has been a me- 
teoric rise in popularity and last year 
over seventy thousand attended PAX. 
There was no sign of the growth slow- 
ing down and the convention center 
could not hold any more people, thus 
in 2010 PAX East was born. Placed in 
April rather than August, and on the 
other side of the country, PAX East 
was an equal success and reached the 
seventy thousand milestone in only 
two years. 

This year PAX East was held during 
Easter Weekend, (gaining the tongue 
in cheek nickname of PAX Easter) and 
even though I have just returned, I ea- 
gerly await next year’s show. PAX is 
many things to many different people 
and is structured differently than any 
of the other popular trade shows. For 
one, it is open to the public, rather 
than being media only, and it is pri- 
vately funded by the members of 
Penny Arcade, as opposed to a media 
corporation or technology firm. As a 
result, PAX aims to have a plethora of 
things to do for each of its attendees, 
no matter their interests, and to pro- 
vide quality to the gaming community 
that has risen around it, 

The first section of PAX is its show 
floor, Here, various game and tech- 
nology companies set up sometimes 
elaborate booths to inform and entice 
attendees about their game or prod- 
uct. The largest developers are giving 
sneak peeks of their biggest upcom- 
ing games, Dedicated gamers wait in 
lengthy lines to try out Assassins Creed 
3, Borderlands 2 or Aliens: Colonial 
Marines and receive t-shirts and post- 
ers for their troubles. These booths are 
towering and decked out with props, 
statues and lights. Around the edge of 
the sprawling area are various indie 
developers and shops, giving demos of 
their games or selling geek related t- 
shirts. The floor is noisy and crowded 
and there is always something cool to 
see, whether it be an attendee decked 
out in a meticulously detailed Mass 
Effect suit or a exhibitor in a cape toss- 
ing out free copies of their latest game. 
This year there were over 150 booths 
and one could spend the entire three 
days taking it all in, but this floor is 
merely a fraction of PAX. 

Starting at 10 a.m. and often con- 
tinuing late into the night, the vari- 
ous theatres in the Boston Convention 
and Exhibition theatre hold hour long 
panels and Q&A's. Here you can lis- 
ten to industry professionals and sea- 
soned reporters debate whether plot 


or gameplay is more vital for creating, 
a good game, or peek behind the cur- 
tain at what it takes to make a Penny 
Arcade comic. There are more off the 
wall panels too, where an audience 
will take over a popular videogame 
news website for an hour, or compete 
to come up with the coolest game idea. 
As before, there are often five or six 
panels running at any given time, and 
thus it is impossible to attend every 
interesting looking one. At night there 
are movie showings and concerts that 
continue until 2:30 a.m. or later. 

Even if videogames are not your in- 
terest, PAX has a large tabletop game 
area, Here players can borrow or buy 
board games, like Settlers of Catan 
or Dominion, and try them out with 
friends or willing strangers. Wizards 
of the Coast runs Dungeons and Drag- 
ons games, magic tournaments and 
informational sessions for any level 
of player. The clatter of dice and ex- 
cited murmurs of hundreds of players 
experiencing a new game or practic- 
ing something familiar fills this large 
freeplay area. Similar setups exist for 
console games and PC games allow- 
ing someone to borrow any game out 
of hundreds, and play it for a while. 
These three sections, the floor, the 
panels and the freeplay, consist of the 
largest portion of PAX, but even then 
that is not its full extent, 

Stages are set up for Dance Central 
and Rockband, so outgoing players can 
put on a show for their peers, Beanbag 
chairs are laid out so attendees can 
play handheld games with one another 
or plan their next move. Tournaments 
for the latest games, or classics, are 
always occurring and providing enter- 
tainment. All this is glued together by 
PAX’s security force, known as Enfore- 
ers, which consists of volunteers who 
want to get more involved with PAX, 
These red-shirted helpers are more 
akin to camp counselors than to mall 
cops, and provide guidance, directions 
and entertainment for crowds. 

The final event of the weekend is the 
last round of a tournament known as 
the Omegathon. This tournament, 
which randomly picks from attend- 
ees who have marked that they want 
to participate, consists of rounds of a 
random selection of video and board 
games. The final round is kept a secret 
to participants and attendees until 
the big reveal at the closing ceremo- 
ny. This year Mike and Jerry excit- 
edly announced that the final event is 
Crokinole, a sort of multiplayer shuf- 
fleboard. The game ran for three in- 
tense rounds, and a thousand people 
watched, cheering the players on with 
each shot. The inherent silliness of the 
situation was not forgotten, but some- 
how the room was still charged with 
energy. When the game ends, PAX 
East is concluded for another year. 
PAX is a community of likeminded 
people coming together to have a huge 
party for the passion that brings them 
together, and it is a weekend of excite- 
ment, 
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2012 


Listening and Speaking 


out 


KARA VANGROOTHEEST 
CROWN REPORTER 


On March 29, poet Phil Hall joined a 
group of Redeemer students and pro- 
fessors for the last poetry reading for 
the 2011/2012 academic year. 

Hall has written nine books over the 


past 40 years. According to the poet 
himself, his first book, 18 Poems, was 
met only with criticism. Since then, as 
he has continued writing and publish- 
ing his poems, Hall has won various 
awards, including the Governor Gen- 
eral’s Literary Award for Poetry and 
the Griffin Poetry Prize. Hall holds an 
M.A. in creative writing. He has taught 
at York University, Ryerson Univer- 
sity and the Kootenay School of Writ- 
ing, but now teaches poetry at George 
Brown College and English at Seneca 
College. He is also the editor and pub- 
lisher of Flat Singles Press. 

The poems read by Phil Hall at the 
Redeemer poetry reading were all es- 
say poems. They sounded more like 
stories. When asked why he still con- 
sidered these poems rather than pros, 
Hall explained that his intention was 
never to write stories. He was more 
interested the subject of the story 
than the small facts, and he did not 
included details of the stories, but an 
overview of the moments. 

The first poem Hall read was about 
being willing to speak up in a world 


that tells you to shut up. It was about 
having a voice and being willing to use 
it at the right time. The second was 
about being willing to listen when oth- 
ers decide to speak up. 

These two themes — the theme of 
speaking and the theme of listening - 
are what inspired Hall's other poems. 

This well-rounded poet brings vari- 
ous aspects of his life into his writ- 
ing. Hall is willing to talk about even 
the embarrassing moments of his life 
as a poet. After reading one particu- 
larly detailed poem, Hall stated that 
sometimes he worried that he said 
too much about his life, that he was 
too open with his readers. However, 
because of the importance of having a 
voice, he hoped that his readers would 
be willing to speak out, even despite 
their flaws and mistakes. 

The fact that the poems were written 
about true stories made them very in- 
teresting to listen to. Hall was a very 
good speaker, expressive and easy to 
understand. The combination of these 
two made the poetry reading a very 


enjoyable event. @® 


Review: The Hunger 


Games. 


SIMON FALLON 


The Hunger Games is a tale that is on 
the tongues of readers and viewers ev- 
erywhere. A viral story about a young 
girl named Katniss Everdeen (Jennifer 
Lawrence) who is selected for an event 
called, you guessed it, the hunger 
games. In this event two individuals 
from each of the districts in the land 
are summoned to an “arena” so they 
can all duke it out in what we're ex- 
pecting to be the bloodiest pubescent 


brawl we've ever seen. Now as a viewer 
coming into this and having read the 
books you're expecting to be shocked, 
to see our society in the blood thirsty 
light that we have bathed in for years, 
but also taking into account the fact 
that we as a race have dulled down 
our ability to truly feel emotions like 
remorse and pity and to act on these 
feelings. 

One thing I believe the movie did ex- 
ceedingly well was criticize the citizens 
of the Capitol, the place the tributes 
are brought before they are placed 
in the arena against each other. At 
the Capitol everyone is seen wearing 
gaudy clothing and excessive amounts 
of cosmetics, But I don’t think that my 
sentence really does it justice. Walk- 
ing through the Capitol would be like 
walking through Clifton Hill after 
an army of clowns had a brawl. The 
people are adorned to the point of gro- 
tesqueness. 

One thing the movie did terribly was 
attempt to make us feel the “roman- 
tic chemistry” between Peeta (Josh 
Hutcherson) and Katniss, In one scene 
in particular the injured Peeta is lying 
in a cave as Katniss babies him. He 
then attempts to look heroic by using a 
tiny amount of precious healing salve 
to patch up the tiny scratch on Kat- 
niss’s forehead, My friends you could 
cut the tension with a knife: Peetas 
trembling fingers reach slowly up to 


her fore-head, his breath comes slow, 
she stares back at him, and in that 
magical moment a voice from across 
the movie theater yelled, “Simba!” as 
the salve was spread across her face. 
This is a classic case of trying much 
too hard. Unfortunately, the chemis- 
try just wasn't there. 

In a movie that was meant to be a 
critique on society's tendency to ex- 
cess, did anyone find it rather odd that 
it pulled in $302.5 million at the U.S. 
box office alone? Call me crazy but 
the whole concept feels like it’s get- 
ting rather exploited. In today’s day 
and age, books to film are gaining in 
popularity; however, there has to be 
a point when the public at large sees 
these schemes for what they are. 

The lack of violence which had made 
the books the gritty, raw, realistic look 
at society that they were, the lack of 
“true love” and excessive amounts 
of long gazes from Peeta make The 
Hunger Games a hit or miss for fans 
of the book series. If you're ready to 
hear a thousand tiny girl voices raised 
in admiration for a girl who can lite 
her dress on fire, make sure you tune 
into the Hunger Games. If you want 
to watch action, stick with Wrath of 
the Titans, Have an excellent sum- 
mer movie season readers and if you 
can, make sure you catch The Aveng- 
ers, Ted, Abraham Lincoln: Vampire 
Hunter and Moonrise Kingdom. @ 
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Redeemer hosts 25th 
Annual Athletic Awards 


Ceremony and 


Dinner 
4 


The photo (credit to David Bakker). L-R: Athletic Director Dave Mantel, Jeremy Stevens, Janelle Koopmans, Katherine 
Harvey. 


PETER REID 


Redeemer University College handed 
out its athletic hardware on Saturday 
night as the top athletes were honored 
at the 25th Annual Athletic Awards 
Ceremony and Dinner. The presti- 
gious event was held at the Courtyard 
Marriott in Hamilton. 

Among the Major awards handed out 
were Coaching Staff of the Year, Male 
and Female Scholar Athletes of the 
Year, Male and Female Athletes of the 
Year, as well as MVP and Rookie of the 
Year for each respective sport. 

Another member was inducted into 
the Royal Road to Victory (Hall of 
volleyball alumni Alison 
Lammers (2002-2006) was awarded 
as only the 11th athlete to be shown 
this honor. Lammers had a very im- 
pressive career as a Redeemer Royal. 
She was a two time Redeemer Univer- 
sity College Athlete of the Year. Alison 
was an OCAA 1st team League All-Star 
in each of her four years except her 
rookie year. She continues to sit in ist 
in points per game for her Redeemer 


Fame) as 


career at 3.1. Until one month ago, she 
also held the Redeemer record for Ca- 
reer Kills and Career Points until cur- 
rent player Erika Straatsma took over 
top spot. Lammers also sits in the top 
3 in Kills per Game, Blocks per Game, 
and overall aces as she proves that she 
was an incredibly well balanced player 
with no weakness in her game. 
Badminton Coach Benno Kurvits 
took home his first Coach of the Year 
award in just his first season at Re- 
deemer. Benno led his team to an 
impressive showing at the OCAA Re- 
gional Championships with 4 athletes 
qualifying for the OCAA Provincial 
Championships. Benno was also a key 
contributor to Redeemer’s hosting of 
the Provincial Championships. He 
led the women’s doubles badminton 
team to a Provincial bronze medal and 
earned National recognition when the 
Redeemer badminton team was given 
a National Ranking of #12 in the coun- 
try in the final rankings of the season. 
Taylor Prins (Soccer) and Erika 
Straatsma (Volleyball) were the recip- 
ients of the Male and Female Scholar 
Athletes of the Year award. For Taylor 
Prins, there were not many competi- 
tions in which he participated that 
you did not include him among the 
list of the top athletes. He was one of 
the leaders of his team in every year of 
competition, and certainly no less so 
this year, one of his strongest. Several 
high points marked this year for the 
Female Scholar Athlete of the Year Er 
ika Straatsma. She tied the Redeemer 
record for kills in a game twice before 
establishing a new record. She tied the 


Redeemer record for total points in a 
game on two separate occasions. She 
was named a Redeemer Athlete of the 
Month, and capped it all off by break- 
ing the all-time Redeemer Career 
Points record. 

For their exceptional abilities both 
on the field and in the classroom, 
Women’s Soccer players Kristi Van 
Duyvendyk and Rachel Passchier were 
presented with CCAA Academic All- 
Canadian Awards. This national award 
recognizes athletes who have achieved 
all-star recognition while maintain- 
ing honors status in the classroom 
throughout the season. 

The Redeemer Female Athlete of the 
Year was awarded to co-recipients 
for the first time ever. Women’s Bad- 
minton bronze medal winners Janelle 
Koopmans and Katherine Harvey 
shared the honor for their incred- 
ible efforts this past season, The duo 
had an excellent winning percent- 
age this season, never finishing any 
tournament with less than 3 wins. 
Koopmans and Harvey combined to 
win a C flight championship, B flight 
championship, a Provincial qualifica 
tion and ultimately, an OCAA Bronze 
Medal. Redeemer’s Male Athlete of 
the Year was awarded to Jeremy Ste- 
vens. Jeremy excelled in soccer, both 
outdoor and indoor, badminton, and 
hockey. His impressive resume and 
strong play made him a leader on each 
of his teams and a vital part of their 
success. Over the course of the season, 
he had an incredible 25 wins across 
all of his sports. He was an OCAA All 
star in outdoor soccer and his team’s 
MVP. He was the 2nd leading scorer 
on the Redeemer hockey team, which 
is currently the heavy favorite to win 
the NCHL hockey league. His team 
finished in 3rd place in two OCAA 
Regional Championships (Badminton 
and Indoor Soccer), narrowly missing, 
out on the Provincial Championships 
twice. 

The complete list of award winners is 
as follows: 


MALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR 
Jeremy Stevens (Men's Soccer, Men's 
Indoor Soccer, Badminton, Hockey) 


FEMALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR 
Katherine Harvey (Badminton) 


FEMALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR 
Janelle Koopmans (Badminton) 


MALE SCHOLAR ATHLETE OF THE 
YEAR 

Taylor Prins (Men's Soccer, Men's In- 
door Soccer) 


FEMALE SCHOLAR ATHLETE OF 
THE YEAR 

Erika Straatsma (Women’s Volley- 
ball) 


CCAA ACADEMIC ALL-CANADIANS 
Kristi Van Duyvendyk (Women’s Out- 
door Soccer, Women’s Indoor Soccer) 
Rachel Passchier (Women's Outdoor 
Soccer, Women’s Indoor Soccer) 


REDEEMER ROYALS HALL OF 
FAME INDUCTEE 

Alison Lammers (Women’s Volleyball 
2002-2006) 


COACH OF THE YEAR 
Benno Kurvits (Badminton) 


ACTIVE LIFESTYLE AWARD 
Tracy Van Dijk 


CAMPUS RECREATION PLAYER OF 
THE YEAR 
David Bakker 


STUDENT LEADERSHIP AWARD 
April Passchier 


CROSS COUNTRY 
M.V.P - Taylor Kraayenbrink 
Rookie of the Year - Julie Koopmans 


MEN'S OUTDOOR SOCCER 
M.V.P - Jeremy Stevens 
Rookie of the Year - Nick Dantuma 


WOMEN’S OUTDOOR SOCCER 
M.V.P - Rachel Passchier 
Rookie of the Year - Alicia Hubers 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
M.V.P - Kelly Kellendonk 
Rookie of the Year - Esther Weima 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 
M.V.P - Dhimitri Luarasi 
Rookie of the Year — David Luth 


WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL 
M.V.P - Erika Straatsma 
Rookie of the Year - Curtiss Straatsma 


MEN’S VOLLEYBALL 
M.V.P - David Klomps 
Rookie of the Year - Eric Heidbuurt 


BADMINTON 
M.V.P - Randall Brus 
Rookie of the Year ~ Katherine Harvey 


MEN’S INDOOR SOCCER 
M.V.P - Dirk Van Soelen 
Rookie of the Year - Matt Koning 


HOCKEY 
M.V.P - P.J. Buys 
Rookie of the Year - David Dykstra qp 


Royals capture 
second straight 


BRANDON RICHARDSON 


Redeemer Men's Hockey team 
wrapped up their season last Friday, 
April 6, 2012 by winning the Niagara 
Christian Hockey League Champion- 
ship. This win caps off a wonderful 
season played by the hockey team. 
Despite Friday being Good Friday, 
faithful fans showed up to cheer on 
the team to the 4-1 victory against the 
Hawks. 

The Redeemer Royals finished the 
year losing only one game during the 
season, one game during tournaments 
and no games during the playoffs. This 
season brought a few twists and turns 
for the tightly knit group as they par- 
ticipated in a few tournaments against 
other colleges and universities. 

In two different tournaments on Jan- 
uary 27 and February 10, the hockey 
team was able to win undefeated. They 
played colleges and universities from 
all over Ontario and Quebec. They de- 
feated both Mohawk and McMaster 
from Hamilton, Laurier from Water- 
loo, Bishop from Quebee and a few 
others. These tournament victories 
earned themselves a spot in an invita- 
tional Ontario tournament final. The 
winner of this tournament took home 
the Ontario Champions title for extra- 


mural hockey. 

Redeemer went into this tournament 
ranked first in Ontario. Only one team 
in the tournament had been seen by 
Redeemer in past tournaments, but 
the team was ready to hit the ice. After 
winning the first three games, each by 
one goal, Redeemer found themselves 
in the semi-finals against Fleming Col- 
lege, who they had already beaten ear- 
lier in the tournament. 

The game was hard fought but the 
Royals came up short, losing only their 
second game of the year and sending 
them home. Despite the loss of the 
entitlement of being the best college 
team in Ontario, Redeemer returned 
home and brought home the cham- 
pionship from their regular league. A 
great finish to a great season. 

The team who has nearly stayed the 
same for two seasons has coach Jim 
Stevens to thank, as well as the fans 
who so faithfully support them. The 
hockey team will be saying good-bye to 
some of the classiest men in the school 
this year due to graduation: Brad 
Kooy, Eric Karelsen, Charlie McKin- 
lay, Brent Knibbe, Jeremy Stevens and 
Greg Dykxhoorn will all be graduating 
and the team will have their work cut 
out from them next year. Thank you 
Royals for a great year, 


Bubba Watson 
crowned 


Masters 


champion 


BRANDON RICHARDSON 


A teary eyed Bubba Watson ex- 
claims, “I want to thank my Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ.” Only moments 
before this, Watson humbly accepted 
his green jacket for winning the 2012 
Masters Championship. After enter- 
ing into a playoff with Louis Oost- 
huizen, Watson was able to pull of an 
impressive hook shot from the woods 
and putt it in from there to make par 
and win when Oosthuizen made a 
mistake. The tournament, which ran 
from Monday, April 2, 2012 to Sun- 
day, April 8, 2012, will be a time that 
is not forgotten by the 33-year old 
Bubba Watson. 

Bubba Watson is a faithful Chris- 
tian and is very public about his faith. 
His first tweet after the Masters read, 
“To God be the glory.” A man who is 
outspoken about his faith can be seen 
wearing a smile at each championship, 
despite the Masters being his first Ma- 
jor Golf Title. With the Masters, Wat- 
son will be taking home nearly $1.5 
million; what he plans to do with it, 
we are unsure. 

Perhaps the most unconventional 
player to ever win the Masters, TSN’s 
golf analyst said, “Watson has set the 
golfing world back 25 years, Bubba 


CONTRIBUTED IMAGE 


Watson has never had a gold lesson. 
Bubba Watson has never seen a video 
of his swing. Bubba Watson does not 
receive any outside psychological 
support other than his caddy. Bubba 
Watson is the most unique golfer to 
win the Masters. Judah Smith, the 
pastor of City Church in Seattle, can 
often be seen as a caddy for Bubba 
Watson, becoming his support and go 
to for advice. These types of actions 
have surely shown Watson's carefree 
attitude towards golf; yet on Sunday 
he proved, despite criticism, that he is 
able to compete with the top golfers in 
the world. 

Watson honored his father who 
passed away two years ago, as well 
as his wife Angie Watson and his son 
whom he adopted two weeks prior to 
the tournament. In a one month pe- 
riod, Watson has become a father and 
won the Master's and a ton of cash. 
Continue to pray for our brother in 
Christ. 

Other noteworthy players in the Mas- 
ters tournament are Louis Oosthuizen 
who placed second and Peter Hanson, 
Matt Kuchar and Phil Mickelson who 
tied for third. Tiger Woods tied for 
4oth which i worst finish in the 
Masters ever. 
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P-ROFL-SAYS 


“I’M ACTUALLY GOING TO PORT DOVER. | HAVE A 
MOPE-ED.” - DR. FABER, ON HIS EXPECTED ABSENCE 
ON FRIDAY THE 13TH. 


“IF YOU’RE NOT A KEENER, YOU’RE A WIENER!” -DR. 
KOSITS 


“| DIDN’T REALIZE THIS TIL | MARRIED MY COUSIN.” - 
DR. FABER. 


“THERE IS ONE IMPORTANT THING YOU NEED TO 
KNOW ABOUT AYATOLAH KHOMEINI, AND THAT IS 


THAT HE IS BASICALLY THE TWIN OF SEAN CONNERY. | 


MEAN, LOOK AT THE EYEBROWS.” - DR. FLATT 


“| DON’T THINK I’M A TECHNOLOGICAL NEANDERTHAL, 
| JUST DON’T HAVE A ME-PHONE...| MEAN AN IPHONE.” 


DR. ZIETSMA 


“AMERICAN DREAM, RIGHT? CAR...GIRL,..PIPES!” - DR. 


ZIETSMA 


“KIDS, MORTGAGE, NOISE, MESS - OR PRAYER, PEACE, 


MEDITATION, AND NONE OF THAT OTHER STUFF. IT’S 
NOT TOO LATE FOR SOME OF YOU.” DR. TEEUWSEN 


“OH, LOOK! | HAVE A HARRY POTTER WAND!” DUNSON 


“HE DOES IT WITH HIS WIFE ON WEEKENDS ON THE 
KITCHEN TABLE” PROFESSOR TAMMING SAID THIS IN 
REFERENCE TO A SMALL ENTITY OWNER PREPARING 
HIS FINANCIAL STATEMENTS. 


Ui, ae Fics al Ge CN eT pearance 
“VM PRETTY GOOD AT READING THE FRENCH ON CE- 
REAL BOXES” DR. FLATT 


(ABOUT THE MATH BUILDING AT 


3. 


: 
tae: 


a woes: " 
“THERE'S A SAYING THAT ‘IF TH 
MISTS IN A ROOM, THERE ARE THREE OPINIONS’ - ITS 
ECONOMICS HUMOUR; ITS NOT VERY GOOD.” - DR. 


FLATT 


STUDENT: “BUTTER OR MARGERINE? WHAT IS YOUR 
TAKE ON THAT?” 
_ DR. MOROZ: “THEY'RE BOTH EVIL.” 
. ' 
_ “POUTINE IS DEEP 
_ WITHAS 


FRIED FAT, TOPPED OFF WITH FAT, 
FAT.”-DR,MOROZ = 


FOR COMMUTER STUDENTS 


MEAL OFFERED AT 1/2 PRICE: 


Join us for an all you can eat buffet dinner. 
Communal meal is offered to you with this coupon. 
Valid Wednesdays April 11, 18 and 25 2012. 


! 
\ 
/ 
I 
] 
! 


Meal must be eaten in the dining hall. 

| transfers or vouchers cannot be used with 
. Coupon must be surrendered at time 
ase and is valid on one purchase only. 
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(CUP) — PUZZLES PROVIDED BY BESTCROSSWORDS.COM. USED WITH PERMISSION. 


Across 


1- Scarf; 

5- Skin openings; 

10- An apple _ ...; 

14- Buck follower; 

15-_ Gay; 

16- Emperor of Rome 54-68; 


17- Miss; 18- 1961 Heston role; 


19- Start of a counting rhyme; 
20- Expressive of love; 

22~- Cleansing preparation; 
24- Frozen Wasser; 

25- Israeli submachine gun; 
26- Clear as _ ; 

29- Hair goo; 

32- Small hand drum; 

36- Subterfuge; 

37- Sullenly ill-humored; 

39- Former nuclear agcy.; 
40- Like afterschool activities; 
43- Digit of the foot; 

44- Alarms; 

45- Actress Campbell; 

46- Abrasive mineral; 

48- HST’s successor; 

49- Feels for; 

50- DDE opponent; 

52- Tomcat; 


53- Specter; 

57- Of great size; 
61- Nobleman; 

62- Get to know; 
64~- Accent; 

65- Choir member; 
66-_ con pollo; 
67- Slang expert Partridge; 
68- Abound; 

60- _ lift?; 

70- Go out with; 


Down 


1- Room in a casa; 

2- Composer Khachaturian; 
3- Slammin’ Sammy; 

4- He owns the place where back- 
packers crash in Europe?; 
5- Nobles; 

6- Just; 

7- Fabled bird; 

8- Some Ivy Leaguers; 

9- Hindu ascetic; 

10- Hemoglobin deficiency; 
11- Abstruse; 

12- Cartoonist Peter; 

13- Spoollike toy; 

21- Black gold; 


23- Early Mexican; 

26- Aggregate of qualities that make 
good character; 

27- Full-bosomed; 

28- First name in cosmetics; 
29- Melon, e.g.; 

30- Made a mistake; 

31- TV producer Michaels; 
33- Farm machine; 

34- Depart; 

35- Green _ is the place to be; 
37- AT&T rival; 

38- Bro’s counterpart; 

41- So far; 

42- With undiminished force; 
47- Without pattern; 

49- Op. 

51- Gannet; 

52- District in Tokyo; 

53- Land map; 

54- Gap; 

55- Commedia dell’ 

56- Nothing more than; 

57- Stepped; 

58- Asta’s mistress; 

59- Monogram Itr.; 

60- Gospel singer Winans; 63- 100 
square meters; 


COMIC BY CHRIS POIRIER 
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Round the Redeemer 
dating bases 


MARK MULLER 


It's officially baseball season. The 
Jays seem to be the only team from 
Toronto worth cheering for, so I took 
the opportunity to help all of you 
brush up on some baseball terminol- 
ogy. Spring time is great, the season 
is just beginning, the sun is out, and 
there is hope for the summer. It’s also 
our final chance to woo that certain 
someone. Spring Fever is upon us. 

Starting with the basics, we have the 
four bases reflecting the four major 
stages of a relationship at Redeemer: 


First base - Facebook friends 
Second base - texting begins 
Third base - coffee date 
Home run - engaged 


There are many things that can hap- 
pen while one is at bat: foul balls, strike 
outs, singles, doubles, walks, and even 
getting hit by a wild pitch. Each time 
you step up to the plate there could be 
a different result. 

A foul ball would be a dorm dinner. 

A free walk is when you are doing 
a group project for which you add 
each other on Facebook in order to 
“talk about the project.” No skill was 
required, you just stood there and 
watched it all happen. You may hap- 
pily take your base. 

A wild pitch can be painful initially, 


but it gets you on base. Following your 


gut, you add them on Facebook; even 
though you're only connection with 
them is that your mailbox is within 10 
feet of theirs. You immediately regret 


clicking “add friend” but the damage 
has been done, Or, in an act of des- 
peration and curiosity, you have both 
signed up for a Christian online dating 
service and are matched ... awkward 
.» but in an attempt to escape this 
awkwardness you decide to at least 
contact them, resulting in a brand new 
Facebook friend. Both are painful, but 
you may take your base - you at least 
deserve that. 

Sometimes when we step up to the 
plate we aren't focused, which can re- 
sult in a strike out. Don’t be discour- 
aged, it happens. There are plenty of 
opportunities at the plate to come. 

Stealing a base is a bold move, but 
this is probably the creepiest thing you 
can do. Rather than waiting for them 
to give you their phone number you, 
a) steal it from Facebook because they 
have no privacy settings; b) steal your 
friends phone to get their number; c) 
steal THEIR phone to text yourself 
their number; or d) use the group 
project excuse again. One can also 
steal home with the use of a promise 
ring; at first, people are confused as 
to why such a foolish and crazy risk 
would be taken, which is confirmed in 
most cases when they get tagged out at 
home. But every now and then it works 
out. Fans only show their true support 
when the runner reaches home safely - 
otherwise people are just holding their 
breath wondering why until the play is 
over. 

Ground roll doubles can only occur 
in the month of March, or early April if 
you're lucky. People give up Facebook 
for lent, eliminating the chance of get- 
ting a single. 

The chance of getting a triple is slim: 
the timing must be perfect because the 


opportunity only arises once a month. 
Going for coffee is a big step in the Re- 
deemer relationship, remember only 
one more base and you've gotta put a 
ring on it. So you know it’s serious if 
you are going out for a post Church in 
the Box Tim Horton's trip. 

Getting an RBI (run batted in) is 
something to be proud of. This stat re- 
flects how talented you are at getting 
others to home. Few of us can take full 
credit for setting our friends up. Keep 
in mind, setting your friends up for a 
date is good, but setting them up for 
life is a milestone achievement. You 
are responsible for a life filled with 
happiness. Unfortunately, you know 
this happiness will not last because 
the kids will be coming within their 
first year of marriage, but that's not 
your problem, You can take the credit 
for getting them to score, but you can’t 
help how they celebrate. 

The seventh inning stretch is when 
graduates get tired of sitting around 
waiting for their spouse to magically 
show up, It’s time to get off your butt 
and get refocused on the game. Let's 
play ball! 

A grand slam occurs in the final 
year of one’s time at Redeemer. In a 
group of friends, one couple after an- 
other gets engaged within the month 
of April, giving them enough time to 
sort out Stag & Does in order to suck 
money from their friends to pay for 
their weddings. 

So with Church in the Box just around 
the corner, head to Timmy’s and see if 
you can find anyone lucky enough to 
have hit a triple. 


Matchrimony 


BEN REID 


Redeemer will launch its brand new 
dating service in the fall of 2012! Many 
students leaving Redeemer in recent 
years without that special someone 
have offered up the complaint that 
they are not compatible with anyone, 
“Challenge accepted,” said Redeemer. 
And the program was born. The pro- 
gram is led by Will E. Maket and Betty 
Dont, two staff members who found 
their true loves through the legend- 
ary Bod-Book, which was shut down 
after the recent introduction of fa- 
cebook to the Redeemer world. This 
program will be closely linked to the 
Textbook and Tankard, Redeemer's 
newest campus pub, also to be opened 
in the fall. Students on dates via the 
program will receive a %20 discount 
on food, fare, and spirits. Students 
will be asked to fill out an extensive 
26,474 word questionnaire upon ac- 
ceptance to Redeemer that asks them 
everything from their denomination to 
their favourite toothpaste. The results 
will be tallied and then students will 
receive a list of the top 10 most com- 
patible members of the student body. 
Program benefits include: 


Extended curfew hours 


Textbook and Tankard discounts 
Couple counselling sessions 


Marriage starter kit (includes: cook- 
book, crock pot, Swiss Chalet gift card, 
diapers, & a couple’s devotional book- 
let) 


Sticky tack 


A matching set of kayaks (upon certi- 
fication of marriage) 

Love 

Some time may be needed to work 
the kinks out of the program but Re- 
deemer is excited about the opportu- 
nity that lies ahead. Redeemer sees it 
as an investment towards the future. 
The more babies it can produce, the 
higher the enrolment will be in the 
future. Betty Dont said this about the 
program, “What is love? Baby, don’t 
hurt me. Don’t hurt me, no more!” 
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Clown: Wire Lady 
Implanted with Camera! 


JEREMY PARSONS 
CROWN ARTICLE 


\ group of unsuspecting first years 
who recently stole the Wire Lady 
from the Art Gallery for a prank were 
shocked to discover a recording de- 
vice implanted within the face of the 
statue. “We were in the middle of put- 
ting her on our neighbour's roof when 
one of her eyes fell out,” said first year 
Thomas A. Foolery. “When we looked 
a little closer we noticed it wasn’t an 
eye, it was a camera! It looked like a 
small wireless webcam.” The dorm 
then reportedly tried to shove the 
camera back into her eye socket but 
with little success. Foolery notes that 
eventually the dorm of boys decided 
to see what was on the device and if it 
would syne with their computers. “We 
found a small SD card in the camera 
and put it in one of the guys’ laptops. 
What we saw blew us away!” 
According to the testimonies of all 
dorm members, including both RA’s, 
the group found a wealth of video 
footage of the student body. “There 
were some ten thousand hours of foot- 
age on that card,” said dorm RA Sean 
Shenanigan. “I think almost every Re- 
deemer student is seen at some point 
in the videos.” After hearing of the 
kidnapping of the Wire Lady and the 
discovery of the camera, Redeemer 
security reportedly barged into the 
dorm and took the evidence. Foolery 
claims that, right before leaving, the 
black-clad security members flashed a 
blinding light into the eyes of the boys, 
making their memory of the event 
rather foggy. “What we can remem- 


ber now is mostly from talking to each 
other and piecing together the true 
story. It took days for us to remembe 
what really happened,” says Foolery. 

Although some students are dismiss- 
ing the event as a conspiracy theory, 
most Redeemerites across campus are 
outraged at the event. Second year 
student Jennifer McGlashion said, 
“This makes me angry because the 
administration knows why the hidden 
camera was there but they're not tell 
ing anyone!” Other students are fum 
ing because there is footage of them 
recorded in rather personal moments, 
To know that an intimately-acquaint- 
ed mascot like the Wire Lady was film 
ing the students raises widespread 
concern. “She saw more of our dorm 
than any boy,” said Judy Jest. “I feel as 
though the university took advantage 
of our friendliness towards the Wire 
Lady in order to spy on us.” 

When asked whether or not the de 
vice was implanted by the university, 
administrators declined to comment. 
Todd Wierdsma of Redeemer’s In- 
formation Technology Department 
expressed ambiguity as to whether or 
not he had a role in the device's gen- 
esis, saying, “I won't say that I haven't 
seen the camera before, but I also 
won't say that I have.” Other Redeem- 
er staff were similarly tight-lipped and 
refused to comment. President Krygs- 
man did offer these words to students 
in a newsletter set to be released next 
week: “As an institution, Redeemer 
seeks to put the security of its students 
and staff first. To do this, we must 
think proactively and with ingenu- 
ity. We are suspect of the reports of a 
discovered hidden camera on campus 


and we take no responsibility in the 
claim.” 

With the mystery unsolved, Re- 
deemer students have been notice 
ably on edge as of late. Some students 
have taken to inspecting the campus 
for more potential hidden cameras. 
Just yesterday, one young man was 
reportedly seen with his head in the 
toilet, screaming, “I KNOW YOU'RE 
IN THERE!” The Clown will be follow 
ing this story closely over the next few 
days. We will notify the student body 
should any additional spying devices 
be found on campus and monitor the 
state of our beloved (but sadly traitor- 
ous) Wire Lady. 
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Procrastinate, then 


work 


KARA VANGROOTHEEST 
CROWN REPORTER 


It is a well known fact that in order 
to get any productive homework done, 
a student must first procrastinate un- 
til they are in the perfect homework 
mood. This pattern has existed since 
the beginning of schools. 

Often, one will hear an older person 
comment on the amount of homework 
they managed to complete when they 
were students. They did insurmount- 
able amounts of homework every day, 
along with working other jobs. 

What they fail to realize is that their 
procrastination load was much light- 
er. 

In their day, procrastination consist- 
ed mostly of cleaning their bedroom 
and going for a walk to see a friend. 
Then the real work could begin, mak- 
ing their days seem more productive 
than what the average student accom- 
plishes in today’s society. 

Today, a student has to jump through 
a lot more hoops to get to the actual 
homework portion of their day. 

To begin with, they need to clean 
their bedroom and their bathroom. 


The development in hair and skin 
products has led to more procrastina- 
tion by cleaning. It is necessary that 
both these rooms be spotless before 
moving on. 

Secondly, there are more friends that 
need to be visited. This is not to say 
that students today have more friends 
than students in the past, but sim- 
ply that there is more contact among 
friends. If you are holding texting 
conversations with five friends who all 
now know that you are in the procras- 
tination stage of your day, you simply 
must go to see each one of them. At the 
very least, the texting must continue. 
Not doing so may be misconstrued as 
rude. 

When the student finally returns 
home, they enter the most important 
part of procrastination: the pre-home- 
work internet surf. So much needs to 
be done in this stage. First, they need 
to go on Facebook and update their 
status about all the procrastinating 
they are getting done today. Then, 
they must check all their email ac- 
counts, including (but not limited to) 
Hotmail, Gmail, and Yahoo. All emails 
must be read, despite the redundancy 


found in many of them. Then they 
must empty their inboxes. 

Next, the student needs to check all 
websites for which they have an ac- 
count, They must go on Pinterest and 
update all their boards, making sure 
there is at least one new post for each. 
They must also check their Tumblr, 
reblog where appropriate, and cre- 
ate a new blog about their progress in 
procrastination. Then they must go on 
StumbleUpon, Twitter, and Youtube. 
There is so much reading, tweeting, 
looking, and listening to do that this 
portion can take well over an hour. 

You can see the problem students are 
facing today. The world has become 
a place where a daybook is necessary 
to schedule procrastination activities, 
let alone actual productive work. It’s 
a tough task, and students are strug- 
gling to keep up. With more and more 
procrastination activities popping up 
every day, students stare at this daunt- 
ing task and question whether it’s all 
worth it. 

All it takes is a single look at their 
homework pile to realize that, of 
course it is worth it; it’s worth every 
procrastination minute. 
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Clown: Fruits 
of the Spirit 
sold out of 
Redeemer’s 


Market 


KATELYN BORGDORFF 


Redeemer's Market has seen a grape 
increase in fruit sales this past year. 
It seems that students are going ba- 
nanas and purchasing more apples, 
strawberries, pineapples and more for 
their dorms to eat. In response to the 
increase demand for fruits, the Market 
has expanded their fruit supply to in- 
clude frozen fruits which have become 
popular for baking and dorm-made 
smoothies. But why has Redeemerite’s 
interest in fruits increased this past 
year? Research has shown a strong 


correlation to sublimeinal advertis- 
ing done by Redeemer’s Church in the 
Box (CITB) team. Each month’s CITB 
was dedicated to a different fruit of 
the Spirit. Redeemer conspiracy theo- 
rists believe that the Market is paying 
CITB to entice the Redeemer student 
body into purchasing more fruits. An- 
alysts aren’t cherry sure if this fruity 
trend will continue next year be- 
cause CITB will be leading with a new 
theme; however, they anticipate milk 
and honey sales to spike if the Market 
can convince them to concentrate ona 
Promised Land theme. 


Studies have found Redeemer Bingo 
Effect to be genetic 


DAVID BAKKER 
GRAPHICS EDITOR 


In a stunning revelation, Redeemer's 
biology and psychology departments, 
in their study of the effect of similar 
educations on cerebral development 
within a closed population, have dis- 
covered that Redeemer staff share 
close to 45% of their cerebral make- 
up. This phenomenon has been 
unofficially dubbed the Redeemer 
Bingo effect. The Redeemer Bingo 
effect was initially observed by 
visiting social psychologist Leon 
Festinger who was shocked by the 
familiarity with which the staff 
treated each other saying, “This 
can only be explained by the sub- 
jects having extended periods of 
interpersonal contact that is gener- 
ally experienced during formative 
college years 

The Redeemer Bingo effect has a 
number of symptoms; mostly harm 
less quirks like an inability to turn 
faculty 
staff events, an affinity for wooden 


down free food from and 
clogs and waxing nostalgic about 


their carefree days as Redeemer 


students. One serious symptom of 
Redeemer Bingo is the homogenei 
ty in opinion, prioritization of tasks 
and worldview. This homogeneity 
is conceivably dangerous as it gives 
those that have Redeemer Bingo a 
tendency to succumb to groupthink 
that can dominate important deci 
sions about policy and direction 
This tendency towards groupthink 
harmful in its intent, but 
rather seeks to maintain cohesive 


is not 


ness within the system and struc 
While this tendency 
is positive in its focus, it often leads 
staff afflicted with Re 
deemer Bingo to act together as a 


tural integrity 
Redeemer 


Christian Reformed Illuminati 


Redeemer Bingo can have its 
harmful effects lessened by an in 
fusion of staff that have little or no 
experience with Redeemer Re 
deemer Bingo is only harmful when 
concentrations of the affected reach 
66% of the staff within a single de 


partment 


This revelation of a new psycho-bi- 
ological phenomenon is not all doom 
and gloom. Despite the negative side 
effects Redeemer Bingo imparts in 
those that it affects a strong sense of 
community and camaraderie that has 
a positive effect on life quality. 

The recent discovery of the Re- 


deemer Bingo effect has resulted in 
government grants being awarded to 
the psychology and biology depart- 
ments. These recent grants throw into 
question the future of the Redeemer 
Bingo effect. Will Redeemer attempt 
to mitigate this effect by introduc- 
ing non-Redeemer graduates into the 


staff? Or will they maintain current 
staff demographics to keep the grant 
money flowing? 
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KARA VANGROOTHEEST 
CROWN REPORTER 


Ottawa recently announced the dis- 
missal of the penny as part of Cana- 
dian currency. This announcement 
came from Jim Flaherty, the Finance 
Minister. 

Apparently, the penny costs Canada 
too much financially. One who is lucky 
enough to have to pennies to rub to- 
gether is actually holding over three 
Canadian cents! Those who manage to 
earn a penny by saving another have 
gained over a cent and a half. The fact 
that the value of the coin is less than 
its cost is bad for the Canadian econ- 
omy. But did anyone consider the cost 
to the Canadian intellectuals? 

Up until now, people have been get- 


THE CLOWN 


Thoughts to cost a nickle: 
inflation affects Canadian 


Alintelligence 


ting away with buying thoughts at only 
a penny each, What happens when the 
penny no longer exists? There are two 
possible solutions. Either the cost of 
a single thought goes up, and people 
are paying a nickel for thoughts, or the 
cost of thoughts stays the same, but 
they are only sold in groups of five. 
Neither of these solutions is particu- 
larly beneficial to Canadians. In both 
cases, one needs a nickel in order to 
acquire the thoughts in the first place. 
In the first case, people are going to 
have a lot less thoughts over the course 
of a lifetime. Saving up for just one 
thought will take five times as long as 
it did before when Canada still had the 
penny. A citizen will buy one thought, 
use it and then continue on thought- 
lessly until they can acquire another 
nickel to spend on another thought. 


Furthermore, students, who tend to 
have more of a need for thoughts than 
the average citizen, will not be able to 
afford thoughts very often. They will 
need to make a choice between paying 
for schooling or paying for thoughts, 
though one is not very useful without 
the other. Many may opt out of both, 
leaving them both thoughtless and un- 
educated.This is not a pretty picture. 
It leaves us living blindly in a thought- 
less society, subjected to the multiple 
thoughts the rich can afford in quick 
succession. 

However, the second scenario is not 
much better. If the cost of thoughts 
stays the same, society will be sub- 
jected to thought overload, It is ques- 
tionable as to whether or not people 
can handle five thoughts at one time, 
which is why up until now they have 


Redeemer Child Flow or no? 
Care Looking 
To Expand 


BEN REID 


Redeemer’s child care is looking to 
expand as Redeemer’s newly intro- 
duced matchrimony program receives 
rave reviews. 

The extra maintenance shed in front 
of Augustine Hall seems to be in the 
running as the most likely new home. 
Child-care workers who are current- 
ly running the program believe the 
maintenance shed will provide ample 
opportunity for the kids to play with 
new types of toys. “Old bicycles, py- 
lons, bricks, and stick signs will be a 
new challenge for the wee ones,” says 
program director Arnott Amtoo. Floor 
space and a larger area to run around 
in will also be added bonuses. 

The move comes as a result of the 
married couples’ apartment renova- 
tion plans, which include turning the 
current child care area into more mar- 
ried apartments, as well as the sound- 
proofing of all the apartments’ walls. 
Redeemer approved $500 thousand 
in the 2012-13 budget for the updates. 

“The changes have been needed for a 
kh commented Amtoo, “The day- 

ded beyond our capae- 
Pig ae exciting news. We expect 
that in the coming years, there will be 
even more little ones to care for,” 

Along with the renovations, Redeem- 
er will be looking into supplying each 
apartment with a new stove, fridge, 
and collection of Uncle John's bath- 
room readers, 

But students are concerned as to 
where the money for this project is 
coming from. — 


construction of the ‘on-campus pub, 
which, don’t get me wrong, is awe- 
some,” says Computer Science major 


Estelle Single. “But tuition keeps go- 
ing up, and I don’t want to pay for 
more renovations that I won't get to 
enjoy.” 

However, students living in the inde- 
pendent apartments disagree. 

“This is so totally needed,” says 
James Norbert, 4th year Business ma- 
jor. “I’ve been renting the apartments 
for two years now and, honestly, I’m 
looking forward to the renovations.” 

The maintenance equipment will 
be relocated to the extra room in Au- 
gustine Hall, since Redeemer expects 
traffic in the rec room to decrease with 
pub construction, 

“It’s a win-win situation,” said Am- 
too. “We're looking forward to giving 
the kids a new play area, and Redeem- 
er students new residences.” 

The area in front of Augustine Hall 
will be turned into a new play area. 
Redeemer hopes this will direct more 
traffic to the backside of campus. 


simply been sold singly. Society will 
become overwhelmed. 

Neither of these solutions bodes 
for Canadian society. Thoughts are 
delicate objects that need to be treated 
with care. It hurts society to have ei- 
ther too few or too many, thus many 
Canadians will choose to simply not 
buy thoughts. Thoughts will become a 
rare commodity, owned only by either 
the richest or those who can handle 
five thoughts at a time. 

Either way, this is a scary picture for 
the future of Canada. 

The government has looked at pro- 
tecting the Canadian economy, but 
one must ask the question: what is an 
economy worth in a thoughtless soci- 
ety? 


well 


Decades later, have we really gotten any where? 
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REDEEMER APPROVES PLAN FOR ON- 
CAMPUS PUB 


BRITTANY KNAPPER 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
JEREMY PARSONS 

CROWN REPORTER 


In September 2011, the Student 
Union proposed an $100,000 bud- 
get in order to renovate the campus 
Ree Centre into a pub. The proposal 
came after Redeemer’s administration 
passed an amendment to the Code of 
Conduct allowing alcohol to be both 
sold and consumed on campus. 

The amendment was met with little 
opposition after Dr. Adam Barkman 
assumed the position as head of Re- 
deemer’s Board of Chancellors in 
November 2011. The Board of Chan- 
cellors had recently changed their 
election policy to allow students to 
choose head Chancellor. It serves as 
the faculty and staff version of Student 
Union, working collaboratively to en- 
sure the whims of Redeemer’s student 
body are met. 

In an internal memo sent out this 
week to faculty and staff, Chancellor 
Barkman made it clear that the insti 
tution has put the idea of an on-cam 
pus pub into the official draft plans 
for the summer months. A number of 
administrators and members of the 
Board of Chancellors have been push- 
ing for the concept of a Christian bar 
for years and only recently has it been 
included into Redeemer’s institutional 
draft plans 

“We think that most students will be 
excited about the idea, especially since 
we will be offering karaoke and game 
nights,” says Chancellor Barkman. 
“We are only slightly concerned about 
our Baptist students. One rumour out 
there, which I believe is entirely un- 
true, is that our prohibitionist crowd 
will be organizing a mass rally against 
the pub in the fall.” 

Approval of the floor plan for the new 
pub is expected by the end of April and 
construction will start as early as May 
if all goes well. The pub is predicted 
to open in September 2012. Student 
Noah Grey chose an elegant red and 
white wine colour scheme, replacing 
the eclectic and log cabinesque feel of 
the current Rec Centre into a hub of a 
pub for the new academic year. 

“The restructuring of the pub are 
expected to move forward without 
difficulty,” said construction head, Al 
Koholsma. “The infrastructure of the 
building is solid, and once we figure 
out how to incorporate an active and 
useable pub kitchen into the plan, it'll 


be smooth sailing.” 

Redeemer is} enthusiastic about the 
new jobs that}/the pub will create for 
students, as well as the draw it will be 
for the surrounding community. The 
financial benefits are countless. 

Though, choosing a name for the pub 
was a point of contention at the plan- 
ning meetings. Director of the Campus 
Pub Development Campaign (CPDC) 
spokesperson, Hope VerBeer, noted 
that the decision process was tough. 

In February, the CPDC hosted a pan- 
el evening to brainstorm an official list 
of Board-approved names. Among the 
attendees were renowned Reformed 
theologians Calvin Seerveld, Abra- 
ham Kuyper, and Al Wolters. After 
all votes were cast, the resulting top 
names for the pub were: Lot’s Cave, 
Calvin’s Crib, The Woozy Theologian, 
the United Canadian Reformed Cam- 
pus Pub of Redeemer, Textbooks and 
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Tankards, and The Water and Wine. 

“There was a strong division between 
the type of name we were going for,” 
VenBeer said. “The name ‘Water and 
Wine’ was popular at first, but not all 
of the committee was sure that would 
hold an appeal for students, and there 
was a slight fear of being smited.” 

VerBeer confirmed that the pub 
would be called Textbooks and Tan- 
kards. 

Students are 
change. 

“It’s about time they let us drink on 
campus,” said fourth year student 
Rodney Drunk. “It’s like a good thing. 
Man, it’s a good thing.” 

Some students, however, are con- 
cerned about how the renovations of 
the Ree Centre will change the Re- 
deemer atmosphere, 

“I don’t want to have to deal with 
drunk people walking around Re- 


excited about the 


-_ 


deemer’s campus,” said Emma Stick, 
third year homemaking major. “I 
would feel uncomfortable with being 
here if that became the case.” 

But VerBeer assures that won't be 
the case. 

“There will be a mandatory breatha- 
lyzer test after a customer has con- 
sumed 2 pints of beer or the equiva- 
lent. If the customer is approaching 
intoxication, he/she will be asked to 
leave.” VerBeer also noted that cus- 
tomers who refused to leave would be 
chased down by Redeemer’s security 
force after being thrown out by the 
pub's on-call bouncers. 

Redeemer students and staff will be 
able to put money on their campus 
cards via a new program called Mar- 
tini Monies, in order to pay for their 
spirits. As part of an incoming pro- 
gram called “Matchrimony,” the pub 
will offer discounts to students on Re- 
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deemer endorsed dates. 

“The CPDC has done most of the 
legwork,” said Chancellor Barkman. 
“Now all we have to do is iron out the 
details, get the teetotalers on side, 
and throw a wicked opening party!” 
Students who feel strongly about this 
issue, one way or the other, are asked 
to submit their opinions through the 
CPDC's webpage (www.redeemer.ca/ 
campuspub ) or visit the CPDC wing 
of the Advancement Office before the 
end of the school year. 

Chancellor Barkman will be leading 
a seminar on the semantics of intoxi- 
cation, asking “can intoxication be de- 
fined?” which will be held on April 20, 
2012 at 7 p.m. in Room 312B. 


